
Chorizanthe brevicornu

Brittle Spineflower
Family: Polygonaceae
Genus: Chorizanthe
Species: brevicornu
Height: 2-12”
Blooms: March to June
Elevation: Below 2,500’
Habitat: Gravely and stony deserts.
Flowers: Barely noticeable, with five white sepals, concealed in a 1/8”

long narrowly elongated cylindrical green tube topped by six
bristles.

Leaves: Linear or inversely lancolate near or at the base, 1/2” to
1 1/2” long reduced to opposite bracts upward.

Range: Lower Sonoran Zone, northern Baja California, southern
California to southern Utah and Arizona.  Creosote, Joshua
Tree, blackbrush, catclaw, bursage, and other warm and salt
desert communities.

Notes: Common plant, conspicuous in otherwise barren desert
pavement.  Photos taken west of Superior, AZ in May 2003.
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