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We will meet Saturday, December 15" at Toyo
Seoul Japanese Korean Restaurant at 6193 West
Jefferson in the Westland Mall for our annual
Christmas luncheon including spouses or guests. It
will start at 11:30 am. They will put us in a separate
area of one room. | have a copy of their menu and
they offer Teryaki, BBQ, Tempura and tonkatsu
which is one of Bonsai Bob’s favoritesand isa
breaded pork cutlet. In addition they have a full
menu of sushi and sashimi and they also offer many
Korean dishes.

If you have a small tree you would like to show off
you are welcome to bring it and we will use it asa
centerpiece. If you have questions bring those. Just
because this is a Christmas luncheon we can ill
discuss bonsal.

| have talked with Bonsai Bob and he will be happy
to do our workshop in April.

See you Saturday!!

Merry Christmas!!!

Calendar of Local or Nearby Events

December 152007 11:30 am Christmas Luncheon
Toyo Seoul Restaurant, 6193 West Jefferson
January 19, 2008 10:30 am meeting with Election of
officers. Kittle Home 17725 Lima Road, Huntertown.
Air Layering tropical bonsai and discussion on lighting.
February 16, 2008 10:30 Greenhouse tour at Lawton
Park Greenhouse tour. Bring a tropical to prune.
March 15, 2008 10:30 Looking for a speaker Maybe
Cheryl Owens or Steve Moore

April 12, 2008 Nursery visit, 10:00 am meet at Kittle's
for brief lesson on what to look for then we head to a
nursery to be determined.

April 19, 2008 10:00 AM Bonsai Workshop with
Bonsai Bob at Jerry & Darlene’s Home. With Carry-
in lunch with club supplying the meat.

May 17, 2008 9:00 Set up for our Spring show which
starts at 10:00 am and ends at 4:00 pm at the
Conservatory

June 21, 2008 A field trip to be determined or a lesson
on wiring.

July 19, 2008 Our Carry-in Summer Picnic at the
Kittles. 11:30 am Club will supply the meat. Best Club
tree contest, Best dead tree contest.

August 16, 2008 To be determined

September 20, 2008 To be determined.

October 18, 2008 9:00 Set up for our Fall show which
starts at 10:00 am and ends at 4:00 pm at the
Conservatory

November 15, 2008 To be determined

December 20, 2008 11:30 am Christmas Luncheon
Location to be determined.

The club hasthe following items for
sale:

Wire assortments: club members $40.00,
subscribers $42.00, non-members $45.00
Micromax micro-nutrients: $5.00 for members,
subscribers $6.00, non-members $7.00

Bonsai soil, shopping bag of 2 scoops: $5.00 for
members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

New Fertilizer blocks. %2 Ib bag $2.50 for
members, Subscribers $3.00, non-members
$3.50 1 1Ibbag $5.00 for members,
Subscribers $5.50, non-members $6.00

We also have bonsai slabs for forest plantings.
Prices range from $25.00 to $50.00. Call Darlene
or Ed regarding purchase.

All these products are great buys and priced lower
than retail if they are even available in this area.
Call or email Darlene or Ed if you want products
brought to this meeting.

November M eeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 10:38.
Darlene announced the bonsai show at the
Botanical Conservatory was a success. She has
misplaced somewhere amongst the building going
on at her house the list of interested people from
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the show. However she will locate it soon and get
information sent to them.

There was discussion on the location of holiday
luncheon meeting. Darlene will start with the new
one on West Jefferson. The luncheon will be on
December 15 at 11 or 11:30 with location to be
announced in the newsletter.

Darlene made a presentation to the Noble Co.
Master Gardeners this month. She had 13 people
attend including our Bruce Kennedy.

MABA meets the same day as the Gardeners of
Americain Fort Wayne so the club is considering
how we might schedule a meeting around them.

The club made $34.50 from donated plants at the
show and $20 as our percentage of the sale of
individual’s items.

We spent $75 for a membership in the Bonsai
Society and $29 on the chicken for our summer
picnic meeting.

In January we will have an election of officers. If
you are interested in being an officer, please
contact Darlene. We are especially in need of a
new vice president who would help plan meeting
and run those that the Kittles are not able to
attend.

Meeting ideas for next year:
January- workshop in the Kittle basement on air
layering of tropicals and lighting
February- Green hours tour at Lawton Park/what
to look for in nursery stock
March- Cheryl or Steve (perhaps wiring)
April- 2" weekend atrip to anursery, (Franz-
Hamilton, one in Kendallville, open air garden
center in Warsaw

3 weekend Bonsai Bob?
May- the show
June- wiring

Cheryl Owen would like usto work on how we
can improve our shows. There was discussion on
the issue that this is one place novices can
participate along with experienced bonsai
craftsmen.

There was discussion on the issue of bringing a
bonsai collection to Fort Wayne, especially
Cheryl Owen’'s. There has been discussion with
the club and the Conservatory here but there seem
to be other issues that may no be in the best
interest of the plants.

Darlene will be checking on the possibility of
bringing Ben Oki here again. We might also
consider bringing Mike Devore from
Crawfordville, who only does tropicals. Or we
might consider aroad trip to his location.

June is MABA- Thursday through Sunday.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:34. Club
members talked about individual trees and share
advice and suggestions on next steps. Thanks
especially to our more experienced members who
share so willingly of their knowledge.

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Kirkwood

Kathy’s Korner

Dear Santa,

My wish for this holiday season is
for peace, kindness and tolerance on
earth.

Kathy Lee

RECORDS OF
BONSAI TREES

by Clara Howard

You may recall the scene from GIGI in which
the two old lovers were reminiscing about their
affair of years past. He said to her, “lI can
remember everything as if it were yesterday.
We met at nine.” She said, “We met at eight.” “I
was on time.” “No, you were late.” We dined
with friends.” “We dined alone.” Etc.
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So it is with your bonsai trees, if you have more
than one. How many of you can remember your
children’s birth dates with hesitation...or your
wedding anniversary? It is simply a human
foible to forget details, unless they are written in
black and white for us. A commercial grower
would have neither time nor need for such a
record, but for the amateur collector or lay
person there are several reasons for keeping a
good record of your trees.

The first, and most important, is for your own
personal enjoyment and satisfaction in seeing
their growth development from year to year in a
written history and pictures to make the record
complete. Once you start a journal on your
trees, you will be amazed how often you pull it
off a shelf, like your BONSAI MAGAZINE
binder, to look at it yourself or show to a friend.
Persons who enjoy looking at your trees also
will be interested in the written details and the
pictures.

Another reason is that under a home owner’s
insurance policy your trees may be covered
from loss by fire, theft, vandalism, etc. If you
have a loss, particularly theft, and have a
picture of your missing tree or trees, you have a
basis for an insurance claim. To go to your
broker, however, and say, “Someone stole a
tree from my yard, a pine ten inches tall and
valued at $500” you will need something more
tangible than such a statement. If you have a
picture and a good record, you undoubtedly
can get a professional appraisal of your loss
and have something concrete to give your
broker. In the San Francisco Bay area, | know
of three large theft losses by professional
growers and two by amateurs. One person
suffered considerable damage to her trees
when a person attempting to elude the police
jumped over a fence into her yard in the middle
of the night and broke and trampled a number
of trees in his efforts to get out.

Another reason is that after working on your
collection for a number of years you suddenly
realize you have trees standing on trees and
overflowing into your neighbor’'s yard (who
prefers cats to bonsai). What to do? After much
thought and consideration the answer comes:
sell a few trees. Remember, this is akin to
selling your children. What to charge? What are
they worth? After you have picked the one or
two you can live without, look at your record
sheet to see what each tree has cost. Chances

are the pot you remember as costing $5.00
cost $10.00, and the one you thought cost
$20.00 cost only $8.00. Only the facts written
down in your record are dependable. Time has
a strange way of changing details in our
memory.

When you are hurried, repotting a tree, have
you ever held a tree in one hand, the pot in the
other, and thought, “Just what was the angle of
that #1 branch before | took it out?” You twist
and turn the tree, but the exact position is lost.
If you have a picture to refer to, you may not
get quite the same position, but it does help in
many cases. A picture is especially helpful
when dividing a grove of trees into two or three
sections in repotting them. Mark one tree in
each section on your picture, then mark it for
real in each section as you remove it from the
pot. In replacing the group in its planter, your
marked tree s really become anchors in
placement, so you get the group back as it was.
In your history of each tree here are some
items to note. You may think of others. Each
tree deserves this record.

1. Botanical and common name.

2. Detalils of acquisition, i.e. date purchased,
where, was it a plant in a gallon can, a partially
trained tree, or perhaps a bonsai received as a
gift.

3. Cost of pot and cost of tree. As years go by
and you repot the tree several times, changing
from a brown pot to a blue to a gray, remember
to change the cost of the pot on your sheet.
One more idea is when you change the pot, jot
down the price of the old pot on the bottom, so
that you will know its cost when it used again.

4. Note the style, e.g. formal upright, slanting,
cascade, etc.

5. Give the dimensions of the pot and the
height of the tree.

6. List your repotting dates and fertilization
dates. If you use it, make a note of it.

7. Make any notes necessary about unusual
aspects of the tree. Jot down notes about ideas
for the future you intend to use as the tree
develops.
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8. Take pictures periodically and date them.
You will be very pleased to see how your tree
has filled out over the years in your pictures.
The time to take your first picture is when you
purchase the material. |, too often, forget a
picture of that lush green plant in a can until it is
trimmed, wired, and potted. Then | remember.

Taking pictures of bonsai trees, good pictures,
is not as easy as it might appear. What is so
difficult about a tree that cooperates by sitting
stil and looking beautiful? Perspective is
necessary to show the depth of the tree. After
all, it is not flat but a three dimensional object.
Light and controlled shadows are necessary to
highlight the leaves and branch structure. The
angle at which the picture is taken is important,
so that in the picture the camera views the tree
as the eye would. Bonsai provides the
photographer with an abundance of material to
study and on which to work.

Does this sound like a full time job? Actually, a
few minutes at any one time is all that is
needed to keep your notes current. It does pay
dividends in the ways mentioned, so don’t be
discouraged. Pick up your pen and get your
Brownie and start now.

-000-
Reprinted with permission from BONSAI MAGAZINE, Val. XllI, No. 1,
February 1974, pp. 20-21.
Reprinted from the Lake Charles Bonsai Society December 2007
Newd etter

WHAT TO DO IN DECEMBER

By Ed Hake

Our outdoor bonsai have entered their
winter dormancy and there is little we
need to do. If it doesn't rain or snow, we
need to check that our trees do not dry
out completely. When they are frozen,
they my look dry but usually are not. Let
me repeat, if there is an extended period
of no precipitation, and there is a break in
the weather, then water your trees. If you
have sunk your trees into the ground or
flower bed, you will not have to water
them. You can do branch pruning during
the winter too.

| enjoy my tropical bonsai more in the
winter when | am able to spend more time

fussing with them. | am always pinching
something, checking for insects (I did find
some small scale insects) on the stems,
branches or underneath the leaves.
Catching them early, makes it easier to
clean them up. One or two shots of spray
and they are gone. Taking off yellowing
or brown leaves, helps keep them looking
good. Sometimes they need some
pinching, but if you are planning on taking
some cuttings, you may want to let some
branches grow out a few inches or more
to have good sized cuttings for spring. If
you know me, you know | will take
cuttings most any time. One other thing--
don't forget to come to the Christmas
luncheon-our December meeting on the
15th.

Ed
The Bonsail Traveler

This month took me down south, not for a
show, but to investigate a nursery that | had
heard good things about. Outside of Atlanta,
GA, Bonsai by the Monastery is exactly what
the name implies. Bonsai inside of a
Cistercian Monastery - the Monastery of the
Holy Spirit.

The Cistercian order dates back to 1098
when a group of monks established a
monastery in Burgundy and began being
known as Cistercians. The tradition of
European monasticism in the Americas dates
back to the late eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, when monks were leaving the anti-
monastic laws that were gaining prevalence
in France. The Monastery of the Holy Spirit
dates back to 1944 when it was created as
an offshoot of Gethsemani Abbey in
Gethesede, KY, and is the first monastery of
its kind sponsored by a North American
monastery.

The monks, needing to sustain themselves in
their new home of Conyer, GA, took soaill
samples and sent them off to the US
Department of Agriculture for
recommendations for crops to grow. The
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recommendation that came back was ‘bricks’.
So they turned to other agricultural
endeavors to sustain themselves. Manual
labor is an important part of the monastic way
of life; although art and horticulture are also
important to traditional monastic life. The
original cattle and dairy businesses have
been phased out, and the main money
makers for the monastery now are the bonsai
and the Abbey Store - a large book store
specializing in books and liturgical art, as well
as the baking and the stained glass work that
the monastery produces.

Brother Paul Bourne was the influence
behind the monastery’s original bonsai,
starting them in a little greenhouse he built for
his orchid hobby. The monastery’s first
bonsai sale was a mistake - another Brother
sold one of Brother Paul’s trees to an
insistent customer when Brother Paul was
gone one day. The trees were simply on
display for there to be something else for
visitors to look at. From that humble
beginning grew one of the first bonsai
greenhouses in the southeast.

My visit coincided with the end of the south’s
growing season, things long dormant up
north were still changing colors down there.
Most of the stock was out of leaf, and there
was less to choose from than | would assume
would be there in the height of the growing
season. The greenhouse, though small, had
several interesting tropical species for sale,
from common ficus to chinese sweet plum.
The real stand out for me though, was the
selection of tools, books and pots. Especially
the pots. Found by following the innocent-
seeming “To Basement” signs, | found more
different pots in those lower rooms than |
have seen in one place at one time before.
And they said they were low on inventory
while waiting for an overdue shipment!

Not all the pots were downstairs, there was a
very nice and reasonably priced selection of
training pots, in all shapes and sizes, around
the perimeter of their outdoor area. Plus
trays and white marble slabs that | haven't
seen anywhere else. Inside with the books

and tools they had miniature pots. Real
mame and shito pots, which are very hard to
find. | came away with their catalog, which
they said they are in the process of updating
onto their website - www.bonsaimonk.com . |
look forward to the day that their pot
inventory is fully online, until then | am glad
that they are only a couple hours away from
my mother’s new house. If you ever find
yourself in Atlanta, GA, it is well worth the
time to stop!

An azalea grown by the Monks
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Boxwood Forest from the Monastery
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Pictures From Our November
Meeting

A beautiful juniper at the monastery.
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We will meet Saturday, December 15" at Tokyo
Seoul Japanese Korean Restaurant at 6193 West
Jefferson in the Westland Mall for our annual
Christmas luncheon including spouses or guests. It
will start at 11:30 am. They will put us in a separate
area of one room. | have a copy of their menu and
they offer Teriyaki, BBQ, Tempura and tonkatsu
which is one of Bonsai Bob's favoritesand isa
breaded pork cutlet. In addition they have a full
menu of sushi and sashimi and they also offer many
Korean dishes.

If you have a small tree you would like to show off
you are welcome to bring it and we will use it asa
centerpiece. If you have questions bring those. Just
because this is a Christmas luncheon we can ill
discuss bonsal.

| have talked with Bonsai Bob and he will be happy
to do our workshop in April.

See you Saturday!!

Merry Christmas!!!

Calendar of Local or Nearby Events

December 152007 11:30 am Christmas Luncheon
Toyo Seoul Restaurant, 6193 West Jefferson
January 19, 2008 10:30 am meeting with Election of
officers. Kittle Home 17725 Lima Road, Huntertown.
Air Layering tropical bonsai and discussion on lighting.
February 16, 2008 10:30 Greenhouse tour at Lawton
Park Greenhouse tour. Bring a tropical to prune.
March 15, 2008 10:30 Looking for a speaker Maybe
Cheryl Owens or Steve Moore

April 12, 2008 Nursery visit, 10:00 am meet at Kittle's
for brief lesson on what to look for then we head to a
nursery to be determined.

April 19, 2008 10:00 AM Bonsai Workshop with
Bonsai Bob at Jerry & Darlene’s Home. With Carry-
in lunch with club supplying the meat.

May 17, 2008 9:00 Set up for our Spring show which
starts at 10:00 am and ends at 4:00 pm at the
Conservatory

June 21, 2008 A field trip to be determined or a lesson
on wiring.

July 19, 2008 Our Carry-in Summer Picnic at the
Kittles. 11:30 am Club will supply the meat. Best Club
tree contest, Best dead tree contest.

August 16, 2008 To be determined

September 20, 2008 To be determined.

October 18, 2008 9:00 Set up for our Fall show which
starts at 10:00 am and ends at 4:00 pm at the
Conservatory

November 15, 2008 To be determined

December 20, 2008 11:30 am Christmas Luncheon
Location to be determined.

The club hasthe following items for
sale:

Wire assortments: club members $40.00,
subscribers $42.00, non-members $45.00
Micromax micro-nutrients: $5.00 for members,
subscribers $6.00, non-members $7.00

Bonsai soil, shopping bag of 2 scoops: $5.00 for
members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

New Fertilizer blocks. %2 Ib bag $2.50 for
members, Subscribers $3.00, non-members
$3.50 1 1Ibbag $5.00 for members,
Subscribers $5.50, non-members $6.00

We also have bonsai slabs for forest plantings.
Prices range from $25.00 to $50.00. Call Darlene
or Ed regarding purchase.

All these products are great buys and priced lower
than retail if they are even available in this area.
Call or email Darlene or Ed if you want products
brought to this meeting.

November M eeting Minutes

The meeting was called to order at 10:38.
Darlene announced the bonsai show at the
Botanical Conservatory was a success. She has
misplaced somewhere amongst the building going
on at her house the list of interested people from
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the show. However she will locate it soon and get
information sent to them.

There was discussion on the location of holiday
luncheon meeting. Darlene will start with the new
one on West Jefferson. The luncheon will be on
December 15 at 11 or 11:30 with location to be
announced in the newsletter.

Darlene made a presentation to the Noble Co.
Master Gardeners this month. She had 13 people
attend including our Bruce Kennedy.

MABA meets the same day as the Gardeners of
Americain Fort Wayne so the club is considering
how we might schedule a meeting around them.

The club made $34.50 from donated plants at the
show and $20 as our percentage of the sale of
individual’s items.

We spent $75 for a membership in the Bonsai
Society and $29 on the chicken for our summer
picnic meeting.

In January we will have an election of officers. If
you are interested in being an officer, please
contact Darlene. We are especially in need of a
new vice president who would help plan meeting
and run those that the Kittles are not able to
attend.

Meeting ideas for next year:
January- workshop in the Kittle basement on air
layering of tropicals and lighting
February- Green hours tour at Lawton Park/what
to look for in nursery stock
March- Cheryl or Steve (perhaps wiring)
April- 2" weekend atrip to anursery, (Franz-
Hamilton, one in Kendallville, open air garden
center in Warsaw

3 weekend Bonsai Bob?
May- the show
June- wiring

Cheryl Owen would like usto work on how we
can improve our shows. There was discussion on
the issue that this is one place novices can
participate along with experienced bonsai
craftsmen.

There was discussion on the issue of bringing a
bonsai collection to Fort Wayne, especially
Cheryl Owen’'s. There has been discussion with
the club and the Conservatory here but there seem
to be other issues that may no be in the best
interest of the plants.

Darlene will be checking on the possibility of
bringing Ben Oki here again. We might also
consider bringing Mike Devore from
Crawfordville, who only does tropicals. Or we
might consider aroad trip to his location.

June is MABA- Thursday through Sunday.

The meeting was adjourned at 11:34. Club
members talked about individual trees and share
advice and suggestions on next steps. Thanks
especially to our more experienced members who
share so willingly of their knowledge.

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Kirkwood

Kathy’s Korner

Dear Santa,

My wish for this holiday season is
for peace, kindness and tolerance on
earth.

Kathy Lee

RECORDS OF
BONSAI TREES

by Clara Howard

You may recall the scene from GIGI in which
the two old lovers were reminiscing about their
affair of years past. He said to her, “lI can
remember everything as if it were yesterday.
We met at nine.” She said, “We met at eight.” “I
was on time.” “No, you were late.” We dined
with friends.” “We dined alone.” Etc.
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So it is with your bonsai trees, if you have more
than one. How many of you can remember your
children’s birth dates with hesitation...or your
wedding anniversary? It is simply a human
foible to forget details, unless they are written in
black and white for us. A commercial grower
would have neither time nor need for such a
record, but for the amateur collector or lay
person there are several reasons for keeping a
good record of your trees.

The first, and most important, is for your own
personal enjoyment and satisfaction in seeing
their growth development from year to year in a
written history and pictures to make the record
complete. Once you start a journal on your
trees, you will be amazed how often you pull it
off a shelf, like your BONSAI MAGAZINE
binder, to look at it yourself or show to a friend.
Persons who enjoy looking at your trees also
will be interested in the written details and the
pictures.

Another reason is that under a homeowner’s
insurance policy your trees may be covered
from loss by fire, theft, vandalism, etc. If you
have a loss, particularly theft, and have a
picture of your missing tree or trees, you have a
basis for an insurance claim. To go to your
broker, however, and say, “Someone stole a
tree from my yard, a pine ten inches tall and
valued at $500” you will need something more
tangible than such a statement. If you have a
picture and a good record, you undoubtedly
can get a professional appraisal of your loss
and have something concrete to give your
broker. In the San Francisco Bay area, | know
of three large theft losses by professional
growers and two by amateurs. One person
suffered considerable damage to her trees
when a person attempting to elude the police
jumped over a fence into her yard in the middle
of the night and broke and trampled a number
of trees in his efforts to get out.

Another reason is that after working on your
collection for a number of years you suddenly
realize you have trees standing on trees and
overflowing into your neighbor’'s yard (who
prefers cats to bonsai). What to do? After much
thought and consideration the answer comes:
sell a few trees. Remember, this is akin to
selling your children. What to charge? What are
they worth? After you have picked the one or
two you can live without, look at your record
sheet to see what each tree has cost. Chances

are the pot you remember as costing $5.00
cost $10.00, and the one you thought cost
$20.00 cost only $8.00. Only the facts written
down in your record are dependable. Time has
a strange way of changing details in our
memory.

When you are hurried, repotting a tree, have
you ever held a tree in one hand, the pot in the
other, and thought, “Just what was the angle of
that #1 branch before | took it out?” You twist
and turn the tree, but the exact position is lost.
If you have a picture to refer to, you may not
get quite the same position, but it does help in
many cases. A picture is especially helpful
when dividing a grove of trees into two or three
sections in repotting them. Mark one tree in
each section on your picture, then mark it for
real in each section as you remove it from the
pot. In replacing the group in its planter, your
marked tree s really become anchors in
placement, so you get the group back as it was.
In your history of each tree here are some
items to note. You may think of others. Each
tree deserves this record.

1. Botanical and common name.

2. Detalils of acquisition, i.e. date purchased,
where, was it a plant in a gallon can, a partially
trained tree, or perhaps a bonsai received as a
gift.

3. Cost of pot and cost of tree. As years go by
and you repot the tree several times, changing
from a brown pot to a blue to a gray, remember
to change the cost of the pot on your sheet.
One more idea is when you change the pot, jot
down the price of the old pot on the bottom, so
that you will know its cost when it used again.

4. Note the style, e.g. formal upright, slanting,
cascade, etc.

5. Give the dimensions of the pot and the
height of the tree.

6. List your repotting dates and fertilization
dates. If you use it, make a note of it.

7. Make any notes necessary about unusual
aspects of the tree. Jot down notes about ideas
for the future you intend to use as the tree
develops.
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8. Take pictures periodically and date them.
You will be very pleased to see how your tree
has filled out over the years in your pictures.
The time to take your first picture is when you
purchase the material. |, too often, forget a
picture of that lush green plant in a can until it is
trimmed, wired, and potted. Then | remember.

Taking pictures of bonsai trees, good pictures,
is not as easy as it might appear. What is so
difficult about a tree that cooperates by sitting
stil and looking beautiful? Perspective is
necessary to show the depth of the tree. After
all, it is not flat but a three dimensional object.
Light and controlled shadows are necessary to
highlight the leaves and branch structure. The
angle at which the picture is taken is important,
so that in the picture the camera views the tree
as the eye would. Bonsai provides the
photographer with an abundance of material to
study and on which to work.

Does this sound like a full time job? Actually, a
few minutes at any one time is all that is
needed to keep your notes current. It does pay
dividends in the ways mentioned, so don’t be
discouraged. Pick up your pen and get your
Brownie and start now.

-000-
Reprinted with permission from BONSAI MAGAZINE, Val. XllI, No. 1,
February 1974, pp. 20-21.
Reprinted from the Lake Charles Bonsai Society December 2007
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WHAT TO DO IN DECEMBER

By Ed Hake

Our outdoor bonsai have entered their
winter dormancy and there is little we
need to do. If it doesn't rain or snow, we
need to check that our trees do not dry
out completely. When they are frozen,
they my look dry but usually are not. Let
me repeat, if there is an extended period
of no precipitation, and there is a break in
the weather, then water your trees. If you
have sunk your trees into the ground or
flower bed, you will not have to water
them. You can do branch pruning during
the winter too.

| enjoy my tropical bonsai more in the
winter when | am able to spend more time

fussing with them. | am always pinching
something, checking for insects (I did find
some small scale insects) on the stems,
branches or underneath the leaves.
Catching them early, makes it easier to
clean them up. One or two shots of spray
and they are gone. Taking off yellowing
or brown leaves, helps keep them looking
good. Sometimes they need some
pinching, but if you are planning on taking
some cuttings, you may want to let some
branches grow out a few inches or more
to have good sized cuttings for spring. If
you know me, you know | will take
cuttings most any time. One other thing--
don't forget to come to the Christmas
luncheon-our December meeting on the
15th.

Ed
The Bonsail Traveler

This month took me down south, not for a
show, but to investigate a nursery that | had
heard good things about. Outside of Atlanta,
GA, Bonsai by the Monastery is exactly what
the name implies. Bonsai inside of a
Cistercian Monastery - the Monastery of the
Holy Spirit.

The Cistercian order dates back to 1098
when a group of monks established a
monastery in Burgundy and began being
known as Cistercians. The tradition of
European monasticism in the Americas dates
back to the late eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, when monks were leaving the anti-
monastic laws that were gaining prevalence
in France. The Monastery of the Holy Spirit
dates back to 1944 when it was created as
an offshoot of Gethsemani Abbey in
Gethesede, KY, and is the first monastery of
its kind sponsored by a North American
monastery.

The monks, needing to sustain themselves in
their new home of Conyer, GA, took soaill
samples and sent them off to the US
Department of Agriculture for
recommendations for crops to grow. The

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com

recommendation that came back was ‘bricks’.
So they turned to other agricultural
endeavors to sustain themselves. Manual
labor is an important part of the monastic way
of life; although art and horticulture are also
important to traditional monastic life. The
original cattle and dairy businesses have
been phased out, and the main money
makers for the monastery now are the bonsai
and the Abbey Store - a large book store
specializing in books and liturgical art, as well
as the baking and the stained glass work that
the monastery produces.

Brother Paul Bourne was the influence
behind the monastery’s original bonsai,
starting them in a little greenhouse he built for
his orchid hobby. The monastery’s first
bonsai sale was a mistake - another Brother
sold one of Brother Paul’s trees to an
insistent customer when Brother Paul was
gone one day. The trees were simply on
display for there to be something else for
visitors to look at. From that humble
beginning grew one of the first bonsai
greenhouses in the southeast.

My visit coincided with the end of the south’s
growing season, things long dormant up
north were still changing colors down there.
Most of the stock was out of leaf, and there
was less to choose from than | would assume
would be there in the height of the growing
season. The greenhouse, though small, had
several interesting tropical species for sale,
from common ficus to chinese sweet plum.
The real stand out for me though, was the
selection of tools, books and pots. Especially
the pots. Found by following the innocent-
seeming “To Basement” signs, | found more
different pots in those lower rooms than |
have seen in one place at one time before.
And they said they were low on inventory
while waiting for an overdue shipment!

Not all the pots were downstairs, there was a
very nice and reasonably priced selection of
training pots, in all shapes and sizes, around
the perimeter of their outdoor area. Plus
trays and white marble slabs that | haven't
seen anywhere else. Inside with the books

and tools they had miniature pots. Real
mame and shito pots, which are very hard to
find. | came away with their catalog, which
they said they are in the process of updating
onto their website - www.bonsaimonk.com . |
look forward to the day that their pot
inventory is fully online, until then | am glad
that they are only a couple hours away from
my mother’s new house. If you ever find
yourself in Atlanta, GA, it is well worth the
time to stop!

An azalea grown by the Monks
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Boxwood Forest from the Monastery
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Pictures From Our November
Meeting

A beautiful juniper at the monastery.
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