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May Bonsai Club Meeting
Our Show

The next meeting will be Saturday, May 19th at the
Fodlinger-Freimann Botanical Conservatory. This
isour show, set up begins at 9:00 am, the show
opens at 10:00 am and lasts until 4:30 pm. We will
have a brief meeting in a corner at approximatey
10:30 am. We will have the larger room this year
that is just to the south of the room we have beenin
before. We will be making an attempt to divide the
trees into groups of older, more established bonsai
trees, intermediate trees and newer younger trees.
Wewould like all members to bring trees whether
they have worked on them for years or arejust
beginning.

Cat Nelson has agreed to do some demonstrations
periodically throughout the day so there will be
educational opportunities. Anyone else who would
like to work on trees may also usethem as
demonstrations.

We will also have a table of plants, and any other
assorted bonsai items for sale. This can include
pots, books, tools or anything else you would liketo
sall. The club will keep 10 % of the proceeds and
the sdler will receive the balance. The sdler sets
his prices.

We will aso discuss our upcoming schedule of
events during the meeting. Newer members think
about what you would like to have included in
future meetings and bring your suggestions.

Those of you who missed the Cherry tree festival
missed a great time. Therewas alot of interest in
Bonsai Bob's presentations and our bonsai display.
We were not in the best location in front of the Art
Museum while most of the action was over in
Freimann Square but we still had 32 people sign up
with an interest in receiving our newsl etter.
Hopefully they will come to the show also.

The Ben Oki Workshaop will be next month at
Cheryl Owens home on June 14 at 6:00 pm.
Observers and participants are invited to meet in the
Kittle's driveway at 4:00pm to car pool to Cheryl’s.
Thiswill not include a meal so eat early or bring

something to eat in the car. Wewill providea
cooler full of icefor you to put beveragesin. Thisis
a bring your own tree workshop. Thisisabring
your own tree workshop. The trees will not be
repotted. If it isin abonsai pot it should be wired in
securely. If it isin anursery pot it should not be
larger than a 2-gallon nursery pot. Onetree will be
styled per participant. Observers will be given the
opportunity to ask questions at specific times. Ben
is aworld-renowned bonsai expert and we are quite
fortunate to have this opportunity for a workshop
with him. We have 10 openings, 9 have signed up
for the workshop as participants, and 2 have paid.

If you want to participate contact Ed immediately

and we need your payment by June 1%,
Editor, Darlene Kittle

Kathy’s Korner

It'sTime! Itistimeto ready your trees and accents
for our May show! By thetimeyou arereading
this, you will have less than a week to get your trees
ready. | hope you have been planning and
preparing before now.

Even though oursis not a*“judged” show, it is our
club’s presentation to the public. So we want to get
our trees ready for company, so to speak. This
show may bethefirst time an individual has seen
bonsai. Don’t you want them to see atree that
displays your love and the passion you’ ve invested
in the creation?

Asyour friendly, neighborhood librarian, I’ve done
some looking around to see what | could find
regarding getting a bonsai ready to be displayed.
Mostly, | found the same kinds of things that |
found when | was getting an iris ready for a show,
or adaylily, or any of the many entries at aflower
and garden show. Your primary goal isto make
your entry look the best that it can look.

Remove any damaged or oversized leaves. Pinch
back or prune growth to keep a nice compact shape
to your tree, whatever your designis. If branches
have died during the winter think about what you
need to do for the benefit of thetree. Prune off the
dead branch? Makeajinn? Do something! Don't
just leaveit there.

Check your wiring. If it is cutting into thetree, get
it off NOW! Rewireif necessary. Keepin mind
that the public is watching and new members are
watching to see what to do with their trees. Bonsai
Bob demonstrated several methods of wiring at our
workshop last month. Put that experienceto use. If
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you need wire, | think the club still has someto sdll.
If you don't want the whole set, check around,
maybe someone else will go halvesees with you.

For heavens sake, pull any weeds out of your pots!
It isonething to try to ssmulate a natural landscape
with your tree, but dandelions and other weeds that
are out of sync with the size and form of your tree,
do not contribute to the plant’s design. Remove any
other debris, such as old pine needles, grass, maple
flowers, bark mulch, leaves, and etc.

Clean off any moss growing on the tree trunk or
branches. Some people think this looks really coal,
but it is deadly to your tree. Let it grow around the
treeif you like, but get if off thetree. You can use
an old toothbrush to removeit.

Clean the dirt and lime scale off the pot! Yuck!
How bad does that look?! Y ou can clean them up
pretty good using vegetable oil or baby oil. | usean
old rag, pour a generous amount of oil ontherag
and begin rubbing it in. If you have a big build up,
you may haveto use a scraper of some kind before
you put the ail on.

Plan to display your tree on a stand of some kind.
Jerry and Darlene have a wide variety of stands that
they bring to the show. But, they might not have
the kind of stand that will best display your plant.

If you have a cascade, you want to giveit some
height. Think about the shape and color of your pot
and thetree. What kind of stand will best suit your
tree?

Now | give you this advice as your sister! Not to
discourage you! If you have just onetree READY
to display, or 12 trees READY to display, bring it
(them) to the show. Be open toideas and
suggestions. Ask for help. If I know my friendsin
the club, thereis always someone (everyone)
willing to give advice. If you have 25 plants that
you love, but you can only get 5 of them ready for
the show, then bring 5!

One of the sources that | read talked about
displaying each tree as anindividual tree. Giveit
enough space to realize its beauty and worth. Do
wereally haveto show every one of our trees at
every show? Let’'stake our best to the show. If
you have only one or two trees, then it (they) are
your best! Bringthem! Let’s haveagreat time at
the show. Meet the public, admire each other’s
artistic achievements and enjoy the addiction of
bonsai!

Kathy

2006 Calendar of Local or
Near by Events

May 19, 2007 9:00 am setup Bonsai Show and
Club meeting at Foellinger Freimmann Botanical
Conservatory

May 19, 2007— Master Gardener Plant Sale at
County Extension Office, 1 to 4 p.m.

June 14, 2007- 6:00pm Ben Oki workshop at
Cheryl Owens home during the week in the evening
June 16, 2007 10:30 am Workday at the Japanese
garden.

July 21, 2007 11:00 am Club picnic and Auction at
Kathy Lee’s home Carry in picnic with Club
supplying meat.

August: Summer Vacation Have fun and take care
of your trees.

September 15, 2007 Meeting (Trip to Gee Farms
nursery for more bargains ?? We’'ll take a vote on
this.)

October 20, 2007 9:00 am setup Bonsai Show and
Club meeting at Foellinger Freimmann Botanical
Conservatory

November 17, 2007 10:30 am meeting

December 15 2007 11:30 am Christmas Luncheon
Location to be determined.

The club hasthefollowing items

for sale:

Wire assortments: club members $40.00,
subscribers $42.00, non-members $45.00
Micromax micro-nutrients: $5.00 for
members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

Bonsai soil, shopping bag of 2 scoops: $5.00
for members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

New Fertilizer blocks. % Ib bag $2.50 for
members, Subscribers $3.00, non-members
$3.50 1 Ib bag $5.00 for members,
Subscribers $5.50, non-members $6.00

We also have bonsai slabs for forest plantings.
Prices range from $25.00 to $50.00. Call
Darlene or Ed regarding purchase.

All these products are great buys and priced

lower than retail if they are even available in
thisarea. Call or email Darlene or Ed if you
want products brought to this meeting.
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April Minutes

Members began gathering at the Kittle home
early on April 21. We had trees of different
types, sizes and status as a bonsai. Bonsai Bob
worked diligently on all our trees. Around
11:00, Darlene called together a quick meeting
to pass along important details on the Cherry
Blossom Festival to be held on Sunday, April
22 at the Japanese Garden on Main St. in Fort
Wayne. The club has two tables for a display
of bonsai, and Bonsai Bob is going to be doing
ademonstration at 2 PM and at 3 PM.
Members should bring some of their trees for
display. At 4 PM, there will be a ceremonial
planting of a Cherry tree at the garden.

May's meeting will be our Bonsai show at the
Botanical Garden. Members should arrive with
treesa 9 AM so anice display will be set up.
Some members will have bonsai related items
for sale.

We had a wonderful carry-in lunch and Darlene
and Jerry had wonderful ham and chicken for
us. Bob was busy working late into the
afternoon on various member trees. Jerry and
others made up a new batch of club soil. The
club trees for this year, Bald Cyprus, were
distributed. If you didn’t get your tree, contact
Ed Hake.

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Kirkwood

Bonsal Styles The Complete
Practical Encyclopedia of
Bonsal

by Ken

Nor man

Cascade —

KENGAI

Once again, this style
of bonsai represents a
treethat has been
growing in very

difficult circumstances, such as out of the side
of arock face or somewhere similar. In fact,
this style is intended to represent atreein the
wild that has been subjected to heavy winter
snowfall, rock falls, avalanches and, indeed, its
own weight, all of which would cause it to lean
and fall vertically from wherever it is rooted.
This particular design can be obtained by
repositioning various parts of the trunk line and
branches, so that a cascading and mature
outline is achieved.

Twin Trunk — SOKAN

The twin style isavery popular arrangement of
two trees. This occurs naturally when atree
grows with two trunks from ground level. A
twin trunk such as this may be the result of
seeds germinating close together. Asthe two
plants grow, they combine by natural grafting
into one joined at the base. A bonsai twin-
trunk tree can be created either by planting two
or moretrees very closely together or by
starting with a plant that already has two or
more trunks. If you are starting with a plant
that has more than two trunks, then clearly any
other trunks will need to be removed. The
choice of which trunks to remove depends upon
the shape and position of all the trunks on the
plant. You will need to select the best pair of
trunks in terms of their relationship with each
other to achieve a balanced final appearance.

Barbara Kirkwood
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TheBonsai Traveler
Area Bonsai News from Cat Nelson

I've been traveling around to some of the
regional club meetings, and it's been very
interesting. On the first Monday of every
month is the Midwest Bonsai Society Club
meeting in Chicago, at the Chicago Botanical
Gardens. Their meetings start with a half-hour
Bonsai 101 where they have beginning bonsai
topics for new members. The regular meeting
starts at 7:30pm, and will have a variety of
different focuses. The April meeting was one
on repotting, where members could bring in
trees and work on repotting, with club provided
soil and expert advice on styling and
placement on hand. The May meeting was a
demonstration by Warren Hill on creating forest
plantings on rock slabs.

On the first Wed. of every month is the club
meeting in Indianapolis. A very enthusiastic
club, it was standing room only in the meeting
space at the Garfield Park Conservatory. |
went down for their April meeting, which was
primarily a juniper workshop, but they were
also having a side demonstration on Chinese
elms. The gentleman who will be talking about
ramification in Chinese elms for the June
meeting was preparing the trees he will be
using for that demonstration. He was very
confident, and took one of the trees down to
just its trunk, to start its branch work fresh. 1
am looking forward to seeing the tree again in
June to see how it's progressed.

The Bonsai Society of Kalamazoo has a more
irregular meeting schedule, if anyone is
interested in their events this year you can
contact me at centaura@earthlink.net. | went
up for the talk by Jack Sustic on pines, and
about preparing bonsai show presentations.
Jack Sustic was a past curator of the National
Bonsai Museum in Washington, D.C.. There
were technical problems in the slide
presentation, but it was still interesting to learn
about a juniper pest that I'd never heard of
before. Seems there is a type of moth that will
lay its egg at a branch fork, and the larva will
encircle the branch under the bark, then
emerge after the branch has started to die.
Totally by coincidence a Kalamazoo member
had a juniper that had a sickly back branch

which was discovered to have been girdled by
this moth. You can tell the larvae is there by
the fact that the bark raises up in a mound at
the branch/trunk juncture, and this mound will
cave in at the slightest touch. If the larva is
discovered before it's girded the branch, there
is a chance of survival. If its not discovered,
the branch will die. The victimized tree was
the Kalamazoo club’s President’s submission
for the Joshua Roth New Talent Competition at
the upcoming American Bonsai Society’s
Learning Seminar.

I will put in another plug for Gee Farms, for the
folks who missed Fort Wayne's trip up there. A
well known ‘secret’ to the Michigan clubs, it's a
popular destination. We met up with folks from
West Michigan (Grand Rapids) there on our
trip last month, and it seems that the
Kalamazoo folks have a trip there planned on
Aug. 12, and Four Seasons (Detroit’s bonsai
club) is going on May 19.

As | type this, | am preparing for a very full
week. Tomorrow | head off to the All-Michigan
Show, and next week will be both the Chicago
Spring show and Fort Wayne’s Spring Show. |
have a few pictures from last year’s All-
Michigan show that | will attach to this. | hope
to have better quality pictures from all three
shows this year. | will add here a regional
show that | missed last month. July 27-29 is
the Four Season’s club show, in Detroit, M.
Their guest this year is William Valavanis from
the International Bonsai Arboretum in
Rochester, NY. For more information, go to:
http://www.fourseasonsbonsai.org/2007_show

_announcement.htm .
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WHAT TO DO IN MAY

By Ed Hake

First check if any of your plants still need to be
repotted. Make sure you are putting the
fertilizer blocks around your trees.

Watch your pine trees and see if the candles
are up far enough to pinch back 1/2 -2/3 of its
length just before the actual needles emerge or
on very vigorous trees maybe leaving only
about six sets of needle bundles. Also time to
pinch maples back to 2 leaves on each twig.
Junipers trim the ends of every branch.
Spruces need new growth pinched (twisted)
back.

If it doesn't rain, check their need for water
every day and always water thoroughly, small
pots can dry out very quickly in the sun and
wind. Wouldn't hurt to check morning and
evening.

Be sure to put fertilizer blocks on your trees
and if you want to encourage growth even
further use a water-soluble fertilizer regularly.

Always watch for signs of insects and treat
them immediately. If you have trees that are
wired watch for signs of the tree growing
around the wires.

ALSO I HAVE NEW CLAY POTS
AVAILABLE 4" @.25, 5"@.50, 6"@.75,
7"@1.00

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED LET ME KNOW
AND I CAN BRING THEM TO THE SHOW.

ED PH: 747-0493 ehake@aol.com

Bald Cypress Club Trees

Last month at the show we passed out this years
club trees, the bald cypress. If you did not get yours
contact Ed. Below you will find a care sheet on this
tree. If you have questions bring them to the show.

Many of the trees are not sprouting yet, be patient.
Remember they were shipped bare root so they are
working on rooting first. Keep the soil moist and
treat them as you do your other bonsai trees. They
arejust alittle slow.

Bonsai Car e Sheet

Species. Common

name: Bald cypress
Botanical 1., dium distichum
name:
Japanese Rakuusho
name:

Pondcypress; named
Varieties cultivars: 1llinois

" Sentinel and Illinois

Chief - both hardy.
Y oshimura
reference: #233

Advantages: A long underrated or even
ignored species, the American Bald Cypress
possesses great potential as abonsai. And, a
word or two from past experience as to why the
bald cypress has been so long overlooked: in
my early years with bonsai, and even today in
some circles, if the tree was not a Japanese
native, it couldn't be abonsai. | have seen bald
cypress in Japan although their owners denied
thetrees origins- U.S.A. Also long thought to
be a southern, water tree, experience has shown
neither is strictly true. Itsfoliage, like feathers,
its magnificent buttress, its taper - all coupled
with free budding, ease of accessibility and fast
growth rate demand that every American
bonsai artist grow at least one.

Disadvantages: To have agood bald cypress
the tree requires a undulated trunk buttress
which comes with age. A suggestion - find a
twenty foot one in a nursery and stump it to
two feet. Bald cypress will grow in this area but
must be germinated from northern seed or
rooted from a northern tree. A fine example
grows on Negley Blvd. just south of the

Synagogue.

Bonsai Potential: 9 on a scale of 1-10.
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Growing location: Full sun but as a bonsai or
container plant, protect from hot afternoon
summer sun.

Watering: Bald cypress will grow better near
water than in it. Legend has it that for success
as abonsai, the pot must be kept in awater
tray. | find it does better with being thoroughly
watered along with insuring good drainage. In
its native habitat the water surrounding the
cypressisjust that: surrounding. The roots are
in heavy clay if necessary but prefer well-
drained soil.

Propagation: Cuttings under mist; hardwood
inwinter or by seed.

Fertilizing: % strength, balanced.

Over-wintering: Keep well mulched, out of
sun and wind.

Styling: Literati, groves, informal, formal
NOTE: Cypress "knees" have long interested
bonsai growers but since their functionis
controversial, | wouldn't expect them to form.
In the wild they don't transplant well and rarely
formin captivity.

A more detailed care sheet is available at the
following web addresses in 2 parts:

http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree _care TomM B

aldCyprus1.html

Pictures From Bonsai Bob Workshop in May

http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree _care_ TomM B
aldCyprus2.html

Below are some pictures of bald cypress bonsai for
your inspiration. The 4™ one was collected by
Bonsai Bob in Florida.
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Beginner's Page: What Are Bonsai?
by Brent Walston, Evergreen Gardenworks

The simplest definition for bonsai is a plant in a pot.
But bonsai is so much more than atree treated like
a houseplant. It is plant art, or sculptureto be more
accurate. Bonsai require skilled care to survive and
to blossom into magnificent specimen plants.

Many nurseries and vendors sl inexpensive plants
in pots and call them bonsai. With care they could
become bonsai, but they are not bonsai. On the
internet we have the adopted the term 'Mall Bonsai'
or 'mallsai’ for these plants. Some of these people
aretrue bonsai folk and do their best to see that
your plant survives by giving you at least basic care
instructions. Sadly, other vendors could care less.
We recommend that you do not purchase bonsai

from persons unwilling or unable to give you care
information.

Bonsai are not houseplants. For the most part they
are outdoor plants and must remain outdoors all
year long. Thisis because most bonsai are
temperate climate plants that require a period of
dormancy. Thisis truefor evergreens such as
juniper aswell. There are also indoor bonsai, but
these are usually limited to tropical and subtropical
species, and even these species are happier outside
in the summer. Since the roots of outdoor bonsai are
exposed, they must be carefully over wintered in
cold climates to prevent the roots from reaching
killing temperatures.

Little bonsai do not become big bonsai. They are
grown under training conditions until they reach the
desired size and trunk thickness and are only then
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transferred to bonsai pots. Plants grow very slowly
oncethey arein bonsai pots, that is the object of the
pot, to slow down growth to reduce leaf and twig
size. Most of the inexpensive (and some not so
inexpensive) mall bonsai have had little or no
training whatsoever. Thisis why we do not consider
them to be bonsai. Trees must be carefully trained
to achieve the beautiful shapes most people
associate with bonsai.

Thetraining of bonsai is done mostly by
manipulating the trunks and branches through
pruning and wiring. Anyone can learn how to do
this with a few hours of basic instruction from a
teacher or by reading books. Of course, advanced
skills are honed over a period of alifetime, and the
more your practice, the more you will learn.

Bonsai must be root pruned and repotted
occasionally. Since the object is to keep the tree the
same size, they usually go back into the same pot
after root pruning. Root pruning is also atraining
technique and a plant may be invigorated or slowed
down by timely pruning. Thetrees are repotted with
fresh special soil designed specifically for bonsai.
The most important quality of bonsai soil isthat it
drains very much faster than usual potting soils.

Bonsai must be fertilized regularly while actively
growing. Thisis most easily achieved by fertilizing
with a good soluble fertilizer every two weeks. Use
afertilizer with trace e ements such as Miracid or
Miracle Grow at the full strength recommendation.
Bonsai soils arenot very good at holding nutrients,
so regular full strength feeding is a must.

Watering improperly is probably the most common
problem for beginners. Plants must be watered
thoroughly when they become slightly dry.
Watering should be done from the top, not by
submerging the plant, and they should be watered
until they are saturated. Y ou will see water pour
from the drain holes when they receive enough.
This method of watering helps to prevent salt
buildup in the soil.

Determining when a plant is slightly dry can be
tricky. We recommend that you lift the pot (if itisa
small bonsai). Thereis a substantial differencein
weight between awell watered bonsai and one that
needs water now. You will learn this fed' very
quickly. You can also dig your finger down about
aninchintothesoil. If it isdry to this levdl, it
should be watered. Another method, recommended
by Michad Persiano, isto insert a chopstick into the
soil as sort of adipstick. Leave this stick in the soil
and pull it out periodically to test the water ‘level’. If
the soil has adequate water the stick will be damp.

Most people in hot summer areas find that watering
is necessary every day when the temperatureis
above 80F. Sometimes, watering is necessary twice
aday. In general, indoor plants require less frequent
watering than outdoor plants.

Much more information on bonsai and bonsai
training is available under Bonsai Articles

OK, I'm hooked, how do | actually begin doing
bonsai?
Seethearticle A Beginner's First Bonsai on the
internet.
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May Bonsai Club Meeting
Our Show

The next meeting will be Saturday, May 19th at the
Fodlinger-Freimann Botanical Conservatory. This
isour show, set up begins at 9:00 am, the show
opens at 10:00 am and lasts until 4:30 pm. We will
have a brief meeting in a corner at approximatey
10:30 am. We will have the larger room this year
that is just to the south of the room we have beenin
before. We will be making an attempt to divide the
trees into groups of older, more established bonsai
trees, intermediate trees and newer younger trees.
Wewould like all members to bring trees whether
they have worked on them for years or arejust
beginning.

Cat Nelson has agreed to do some demonstrations
periodically throughout the day so there will be
educational opportunities. Anyone else who would
like to work on trees may also usethem as
demonstrations.

We will also have a table of plants, and any other
assorted bonsai items for sale. This can include
pots, books, tools or anything else you would liketo
sall. The club will keep 10 % of the proceeds and
the sdler will receive the balance. The sdler sets
his prices.

We will aso discuss our upcoming schedule of
events during the meeting. Newer members think
about what you would like to have included in
future meetings and bring your suggestions.

Those of you who missed the Cherry tree festival
missed a great time. Therewas alot of interest in
Bonsai Bob's presentations and our bonsai display.
We were not in the best location in front of the Art
Museum while most of the action was over in
Freimann Square but we still had 32 people sign up
with an interest in receiving our newsl etter.
Hopefully they will come to the show also.

The Ben Oki Workshaop will be next month at
Cheryl Owens home on June 14 at 6:00 pm.
Observers and participants are invited to meet in the
Kittle's driveway at 4:00pm to car pool to Cheryl’s.
Thiswill not include a meal so eat early or bring

something to eat in the car. Wewill providea
cooler full of icefor you to put beveragesin. Thisis
a bring your own tree workshop. Thisisabring
your own tree workshop. The trees will not be
repotted. If it isin abonsai pot it should be wired in
securely. If it isin anursery pot it should not be
larger than a 2-gallon nursery pot. Onetree will be
styled per participant. Observers will be given the
opportunity to ask questions at specific times. Ben
is aworld-renowned bonsai expert and we are quite
fortunate to have this opportunity for a workshop
with him. We have 10 openings, 9 have signed up
for the workshop as participants, and 2 have paid.

If you want to participate contact Ed immediately

and we need your payment by June 1%,
Editor, Darlene Kittle

Kathy’s Korner

It'sTime! Itistimeto ready your trees and accents
for our May show! By thetimeyou arereading
this, you will have less than a week to get your trees
ready. | hope you have been planning and
preparing before now.

Even though oursis not a*“judged” show, it is our
club’s presentation to the public. So we want to get
our trees ready for company, so to speak. This
show may bethefirst time an individual has seen
bonsai. Don’t you want them to see atree that
displays your love and the passion you’ ve invested
in the creation?

Asyour friendly, neighborhood librarian, I’ve done
some looking around to see what | could find
regarding getting a bonsai ready to be displayed.
Mostly, | found the same kinds of things that |
found when | was getting an iris ready for a show,
or adaylily, or any of the many entries at aflower
and garden show. Your primary goal isto make
your entry look the best that it can look.

Remove any damaged or oversized leaves. Pinch
back or prune growth to keep a nice compact shape
to your tree, whatever your designis. If branches
have died during the winter think about what you
need to do for the benefit of thetree. Prune off the
dead branch? Makeajinn? Do something! Don't
just leaveit there.

Check your wiring. If it is cutting into thetree, get
it off NOW! Rewireif necessary. Keepin mind
that the public is watching and new members are
watching to see what to do with their trees. Bonsai
Bob demonstrated several methods of wiring at our
workshop last month. Put that experienceto use. If
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you need wire, | think the club still has someto sdll.
If you don't want the whole set, check around,
maybe someone else will go halvesees with you.

For heavens sake, pull any weeds out of your pots!
It isonething to try to ssmulate a natural landscape
with your tree, but dandelions and other weeds that
are out of sync with the size and form of your tree,
do not contribute to the plant’s design. Remove any
other debris, such as old pine needles, grass, maple
flowers, bark mulch, leaves, and etc.

Clean off any moss growing on the tree trunk or
branches. Some people think this looks really coal,
but it is deadly to your tree. Let it grow around the
treeif you like, but get if off thetree. You can use
an old toothbrush to removeit.

Clean the dirt and lime scale off the pot! Yuck!
How bad does that look?! Y ou can clean them up
pretty good using vegetable oil or baby oil. | usean
old rag, pour a generous amount of oil ontherag
and begin rubbing it in. If you have a big build up,
you may haveto use a scraper of some kind before
you put the ail on.

Plan to display your tree on a stand of some kind.
Jerry and Darlene have a wide variety of stands that
they bring to the show. But, they might not have
the kind of stand that will best display your plant.

If you have a cascade, you want to giveit some
height. Think about the shape and color of your pot
and thetree. What kind of stand will best suit your
tree?

Now | give you this advice as your sister! Not to
discourage you! If you have just onetree READY
to display, or 12 trees READY to display, bring it
(them) to the show. Be open toideas and
suggestions. Ask for help. If I know my friendsin
the club, thereis always someone (everyone)
willing to give advice. If you have 25 plants that
you love, but you can only get 5 of them ready for
the show, then bring 5!

One of the sources that | read talked about
displaying each tree as anindividual tree. Giveit
enough space to realize its beauty and worth. Do
wereally haveto show every one of our trees at
every show? Let’'stake our best to the show. If
you have only one or two trees, then it (they) are
your best! Bringthem! Let’s haveagreat time at
the show. Meet the public, admire each other’s
artistic achievements and enjoy the addiction of
bonsai!

Kathy

2006 Calendar of Local or
Near by Events

May 19, 2007 9:00 am setup Bonsai Show and
Club meeting at Foellinger Freimmann Botanical
Conservatory

May 19, 2007— Master Gardener Plant Sale at
County Extension Office, 1 to 4 p.m.

June 14, 2007- 6:00pm Ben Oki workshop at
Cheryl Owens home during the week in the evening
June 16, 2007 10:30 am Workday at the Japanese
garden.

July 21, 2007 11:00 am Club picnic and Auction at
Kathy Lee’s home Carry in picnic with Club
supplying meat.

August: Summer Vacation Have fun and take care
of your trees.

September 15, 2007 Meeting (Trip to Gee Farms
nursery for more bargains ?? We’'ll take a vote on
this.)

October 20, 2007 9:00 am setup Bonsai Show and
Club meeting at Foellinger Freimmann Botanical
Conservatory

November 17, 2007 10:30 am meeting

December 15 2007 11:30 am Christmas Luncheon
Location to be determined.

The club hasthefollowing items

for sale:

Wire assortments: club members $40.00,
subscribers $42.00, non-members $45.00
Micromax micro-nutrients: $5.00 for
members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

Bonsai soil, shopping bag of 2 scoops: $5.00
for members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

New Fertilizer blocks. % Ib bag $2.50 for
members, Subscribers $3.00, non-members
$3.50 1 Ib bag $5.00 for members,
Subscribers $5.50, non-members $6.00

We also have bonsai slabs for forest plantings.
Prices range from $25.00 to $50.00. Call
Darlene or Ed regarding purchase.

All these products are great buys and priced

lower than retail if they are even available in
thisarea. Call or email Darlene or Ed if you
want products brought to this meeting.
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April Minutes

Members began gathering at the Kittle home
early on April 21. We had trees of different
types, sizes and status as a bonsai. Bonsai Bob
worked diligently on all our trees. Around
11:00, Darlene called together a quick meeting
to pass along important details on the Cherry
Blossom Festival to be held on Sunday, April
22 at the Japanese Garden on Main St. in Fort
Wayne. The club has two tables for a display
of bonsai, and Bonsai Bob is going to be doing
ademonstration at 2 PM and at 3 PM.
Members should bring some of their trees for
display. At 4 PM, there will be a ceremonial
planting of a Cherry tree at the garden.

May's meeting will be our Bonsai show at the
Botanical Garden. Members should arrive with
treesa 9 AM so anice display will be set up.
Some members will have bonsai related items
for sale.

We had a wonderful carry-in lunch and Darlene
and Jerry had wonderful ham and chicken for
us. Bob was busy working late into the
afternoon on various member trees. Jerry and
others made up a new batch of club soil. The
club trees for this year, Bald Cyprus, were
distributed. If you didn’t get your tree, contact
Ed Hake.

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Kirkwood

Bonsal Styles The Complete
Practical Encyclopedia of
Bonsal

by Ken

Nor man

Cascade —

KENGAI

Once again, this style
of bonsai represents a
treethat has been
growing in very

difficult circumstances, such as out of the side
of arock face or somewhere similar. In fact,
this style is intended to represent atreein the
wild that has been subjected to heavy winter
snowfall, rock falls, avalanches and, indeed, its
own weight, all of which would cause it to lean
and fall vertically from wherever it is rooted.
This particular design can be obtained by
repositioning various parts of the trunk line and
branches, so that a cascading and mature
outline is achieved.

Twin Trunk — SOKAN

The twin style isavery popular arrangement of
two trees. This occurs naturally when atree
grows with two trunks from ground level. A
twin trunk such as this may be the result of
seeds germinating close together. Asthe two
plants grow, they combine by natural grafting
into one joined at the base. A bonsai twin-
trunk tree can be created either by planting two
or moretrees very closely together or by
starting with a plant that already has two or
more trunks. If you are starting with a plant
that has more than two trunks, then clearly any
other trunks will need to be removed. The
choice of which trunks to remove depends upon
the shape and position of all the trunks on the
plant. You will need to select the best pair of
trunks in terms of their relationship with each
other to achieve a balanced final appearance.

Barbara Kirkwood
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TheBonsai Traveler
Area Bonsai News from Cat Nelson

I've been traveling around to some of the
regional club meetings, and it's been very
interesting. On the first Monday of every
month is the Midwest Bonsai Society Club
meeting in Chicago, at the Chicago Botanical
Gardens. Their meetings start with a half-hour
Bonsai 101 where they have beginning bonsai
topics for new members. The regular meeting
starts at 7:30pm, and will have a variety of
different focuses. The April meeting was one
on repotting, where members could bring in
trees and work on repotting, with club provided
soil and expert advice on styling and
placement on hand. The May meeting was a
demonstration by Warren Hill on creating forest
plantings on rock slabs.

On the first Wed. of every month is the club
meeting in Indianapolis. A very enthusiastic
club, it was standing room only in the meeting
space at the Garfield Park Conservatory. |
went down for their April meeting, which was
primarily a juniper workshop, but they were
also having a side demonstration on Chinese
elms. The gentleman who will be talking about
ramification in Chinese elms for the June
meeting was preparing the trees he will be
using for that demonstration. He was very
confident, and took one of the trees down to
just its trunk, to start its branch work fresh. 1
am looking forward to seeing the tree again in
June to see how it's progressed.

The Bonsai Society of Kalamazoo has a more
irregular meeting schedule, if anyone is
interested in their events this year you can
contact me at centaura@earthlink.net. | went
up for the talk by Jack Sustic on pines, and
about preparing bonsai show presentations.
Jack Sustic was a past curator of the National
Bonsai Museum in Washington, D.C.. There
were technical problems in the slide
presentation, but it was still interesting to learn
about a juniper pest that I'd never heard of
before. Seems there is a type of moth that will
lay its egg at a branch fork, and the larva will
encircle the branch under the bark, then
emerge after the branch has started to die.
Totally by coincidence a Kalamazoo member
had a juniper that had a sickly back branch

which was discovered to have been girdled by
this moth. You can tell the larvae is there by
the fact that the bark raises up in a mound at
the branch/trunk juncture, and this mound will
cave in at the slightest touch. If the larva is
discovered before it's girded the branch, there
is a chance of survival. If its not discovered,
the branch will die. The victimized tree was
the Kalamazoo club’s President’s submission
for the Joshua Roth New Talent Competition at
the upcoming American Bonsai Society’s
Learning Seminar.

I will put in another plug for Gee Farms, for the
folks who missed Fort Wayne's trip up there. A
well known ‘secret’ to the Michigan clubs, it's a
popular destination. We met up with folks from
West Michigan (Grand Rapids) there on our
trip last month, and it seems that the
Kalamazoo folks have a trip there planned on
Aug. 12, and Four Seasons (Detroit’s bonsai
club) is going on May 19.

As | type this, | am preparing for a very full
week. Tomorrow | head off to the All-Michigan
Show, and next week will be both the Chicago
Spring show and Fort Wayne’s Spring Show. |
have a few pictures from last year’s All-
Michigan show that | will attach to this. | hope
to have better quality pictures from all three
shows this year. | will add here a regional
show that | missed last month. July 27-29 is
the Four Season’s club show, in Detroit, M.
Their guest this year is William Valavanis from
the International Bonsai Arboretum in
Rochester, NY. For more information, go to:
http://www.fourseasonsbonsai.org/2007_show

_announcement.htm .
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WHAT TO DO IN MAY

By Ed Hake

First check if any of your plants still need to be
repotted. Make sure you are putting the
fertilizer blocks around your trees.

Watch your pine trees and see if the candles
are up far enough to pinch back 1/2 -2/3 of its
length just before the actual needles emerge or
on very vigorous trees maybe leaving only
about six sets of needle bundles. Also time to
pinch maples back to 2 leaves on each twig.
Junipers trim the ends of every branch.
Spruces need new growth pinched (twisted)
back.

If it doesn't rain, check their need for water
every day and always water thoroughly, small
pots can dry out very quickly in the sun and
wind. Wouldn't hurt to check morning and
evening.

Be sure to put fertilizer blocks on your trees
and if you want to encourage growth even
further use a water-soluble fertilizer regularly.

Always watch for signs of insects and treat
them immediately. If you have trees that are
wired watch for signs of the tree growing
around the wires.

ALSO I HAVE NEW CLAY POTS
AVAILABLE 4" @.25, 5"@.50, 6"@.75,
7"@1.00

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED LET ME KNOW
AND I CAN BRING THEM TO THE SHOW.

ED PH: 747-0493 ehake@aol.com

Bald Cypress Club Trees

Last month at the show we passed out this years
club trees, the bald cypress. If you did not get yours
contact Ed. Below you will find a care sheet on this
tree. If you have questions bring them to the show.

Many of the trees are not sprouting yet, be patient.
Remember they were shipped bare root so they are
working on rooting first. Keep the soil moist and
treat them as you do your other bonsai trees. They
arejust alittle slow.

Bonsai Car e Sheet

Species. Common

name: Bald cypress
Botanical 1., dium distichum
name:
Japanese Rakuusho
name:

Pondcypress; named
Varieties cultivars: 1llinois

" Sentinel and Illinois

Chief - both hardy.
Y oshimura
reference: #233

Advantages: A long underrated or even
ignored species, the American Bald Cypress
possesses great potential as abonsai. And, a
word or two from past experience as to why the
bald cypress has been so long overlooked: in
my early years with bonsai, and even today in
some circles, if the tree was not a Japanese
native, it couldn't be abonsai. | have seen bald
cypress in Japan although their owners denied
thetrees origins- U.S.A. Also long thought to
be a southern, water tree, experience has shown
neither is strictly true. Itsfoliage, like feathers,
its magnificent buttress, its taper - all coupled
with free budding, ease of accessibility and fast
growth rate demand that every American
bonsai artist grow at least one.

Disadvantages: To have agood bald cypress
the tree requires a undulated trunk buttress
which comes with age. A suggestion - find a
twenty foot one in a nursery and stump it to
two feet. Bald cypress will grow in this area but
must be germinated from northern seed or
rooted from a northern tree. A fine example
grows on Negley Blvd. just south of the

Synagogue.

Bonsai Potential: 9 on a scale of 1-10.
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Growing location: Full sun but as a bonsai or
container plant, protect from hot afternoon
summer sun.

Watering: Bald cypress will grow better near
water than in it. Legend has it that for success
as abonsai, the pot must be kept in awater
tray. | find it does better with being thoroughly
watered along with insuring good drainage. In
its native habitat the water surrounding the
cypressisjust that: surrounding. The roots are
in heavy clay if necessary but prefer well-
drained soil.

Propagation: Cuttings under mist; hardwood
inwinter or by seed.

Fertilizing: % strength, balanced.

Over-wintering: Keep well mulched, out of
sun and wind.

Styling: Literati, groves, informal, formal
NOTE: Cypress "knees" have long interested
bonsai growers but since their functionis
controversial, | wouldn't expect them to form.
In the wild they don't transplant well and rarely
formin captivity.

A more detailed care sheet is available at the
following web addresses in 2 parts:

http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree _care TomM B

aldCyprus1.html

Pictures From Bonsai Bob Workshop in May

http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree _care_ TomM B
aldCyprus2.html

Below are some pictures of bald cypress bonsai for
your inspiration. The 4™ one was collected by
Bonsai Bob in Florida.
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Beginner's Page: What Are Bonsai?
by Brent Walston, Evergreen Gardenworks

The simplest definition for bonsai is a plant in a pot.
But bonsai is so much more than atree treated like
a houseplant. It is plant art, or sculptureto be more
accurate. Bonsai require skilled care to survive and
to blossom into magnificent specimen plants.

Many nurseries and vendors sl inexpensive plants
in pots and call them bonsai. With care they could
become bonsai, but they are not bonsai. On the
internet we have the adopted the term 'Mall Bonsai'
or 'mallsai’ for these plants. Some of these people
aretrue bonsai folk and do their best to see that
your plant survives by giving you at least basic care
instructions. Sadly, other vendors could care less.
We recommend that you do not purchase bonsai

from persons unwilling or unable to give you care
information.

Bonsai are not houseplants. For the most part they
are outdoor plants and must remain outdoors all
year long. Thisis because most bonsai are
temperate climate plants that require a period of
dormancy. Thisis truefor evergreens such as
juniper aswell. There are also indoor bonsai, but
these are usually limited to tropical and subtropical
species, and even these species are happier outside
in the summer. Since the roots of outdoor bonsai are
exposed, they must be carefully over wintered in
cold climates to prevent the roots from reaching
killing temperatures.

Little bonsai do not become big bonsai. They are
grown under training conditions until they reach the
desired size and trunk thickness and are only then
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transferred to bonsai pots. Plants grow very slowly
oncethey arein bonsai pots, that is the object of the
pot, to slow down growth to reduce leaf and twig
size. Most of the inexpensive (and some not so
inexpensive) mall bonsai have had little or no
training whatsoever. Thisis why we do not consider
them to be bonsai. Trees must be carefully trained
to achieve the beautiful shapes most people
associate with bonsai.

Thetraining of bonsai is done mostly by
manipulating the trunks and branches through
pruning and wiring. Anyone can learn how to do
this with a few hours of basic instruction from a
teacher or by reading books. Of course, advanced
skills are honed over a period of alifetime, and the
more your practice, the more you will learn.

Bonsai must be root pruned and repotted
occasionally. Since the object is to keep the tree the
same size, they usually go back into the same pot
after root pruning. Root pruning is also atraining
technique and a plant may be invigorated or slowed
down by timely pruning. Thetrees are repotted with
fresh special soil designed specifically for bonsai.
The most important quality of bonsai soil isthat it
drains very much faster than usual potting soils.

Bonsai must be fertilized regularly while actively
growing. Thisis most easily achieved by fertilizing
with a good soluble fertilizer every two weeks. Use
afertilizer with trace e ements such as Miracid or
Miracle Grow at the full strength recommendation.
Bonsai soils arenot very good at holding nutrients,
so regular full strength feeding is a must.

Watering improperly is probably the most common
problem for beginners. Plants must be watered
thoroughly when they become slightly dry.
Watering should be done from the top, not by
submerging the plant, and they should be watered
until they are saturated. Y ou will see water pour
from the drain holes when they receive enough.
This method of watering helps to prevent salt
buildup in the soil.

Determining when a plant is slightly dry can be
tricky. We recommend that you lift the pot (if itisa
small bonsai). Thereis a substantial differencein
weight between awell watered bonsai and one that
needs water now. You will learn this fed' very
quickly. You can also dig your finger down about
aninchintothesoil. If it isdry to this levdl, it
should be watered. Another method, recommended
by Michad Persiano, isto insert a chopstick into the
soil as sort of adipstick. Leave this stick in the soil
and pull it out periodically to test the water ‘level’. If
the soil has adequate water the stick will be damp.

Most people in hot summer areas find that watering
is necessary every day when the temperatureis
above 80F. Sometimes, watering is necessary twice
aday. In general, indoor plants require less frequent
watering than outdoor plants.

Much more information on bonsai and bonsai
training is available under Bonsai Articles

OK, I'm hooked, how do | actually begin doing
bonsai?
Seethearticle A Beginner's First Bonsai on the
internet.
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Fort Wayne Bonsai

Club Newsletter
Vol. 11 Issue 5 April 21, 2007

May Bonsai Club Meeting
Our Show

The next meeting will be Saturday, May 19th at the
Fodlinger-Freimann Botanical Conservatory. This
isour show, set up begins at 9:00 am, the show
opens at 10:00 am and lasts until 4:30 pm. We will
have a brief meeting in a corner at approximatey
10:30 am. We will have the larger room this year
that is just to the south of the room we have beenin
before. We will be making an attempt to divide the
trees into groups of older, more established bonsai
trees, intermediate trees and newer younger trees.
Wewould like all members to bring trees whether
they have worked on them for years or arejust
beginning.

Cat Nelson has agreed to do some demonstrations
periodically throughout the day so there will be
educational opportunities. Anyone else who would
like to work on trees may also usethem as
demonstrations.

We will also have a table of plants, and any other
assorted bonsai items for sale. This can include
pots, books, tools or anything else you would liketo
sall. The club will keep 10 % of the proceeds and
the sdler will receive the balance. The sdler sets
his prices.

We will aso discuss our upcoming schedule of
events during the meeting. Newer members think
about what you would like to have included in
future meetings and bring your suggestions.

Those of you who missed the Cherry tree festival
missed a great time. Therewas alot of interest in
Bonsai Bob's presentations and our bonsai display.
We were not in the best location in front of the Art
Museum while most of the action was over in
Freimann Square but we still had 32 people sign up
with an interest in receiving our newsl etter.
Hopefully they will come to the show also.

The Ben Oki Workshaop will be next month at
Cheryl Owens home on June 14 at 6:00 pm.
Observers and participants are invited to meet in the
Kittle's driveway at 4:00pm to car pool to Cheryl’s.
Thiswill not include a meal so eat early or bring

something to eat in the car. Wewill providea
cooler full of icefor you to put beveragesin. Thisis
a bring your own tree workshop. Thisisabring
your own tree workshop. The trees will not be
repotted. If it isin abonsai pot it should be wired in
securely. If it isin anursery pot it should not be
larger than a 2-gallon nursery pot. Onetree will be
styled per participant. Observers will be given the
opportunity to ask questions at specific times. Ben
is aworld-renowned bonsai expert and we are quite
fortunate to have this opportunity for a workshop
with him. We have 10 openings, 9 have signed up
for the workshop as participants, and 2 have paid.

If you want to participate contact Ed immediately

and we need your payment by June 1%,
Editor, Darlene Kittle

Kathy’s Korner

It'sTime! Itistimeto ready your trees and accents
for our May show! By thetimeyou arereading
this, you will have less than a week to get your trees
ready. | hope you have been planning and
preparing before now.

Even though oursis not a*“judged” show, it is our
club’s presentation to the public. So we want to get
our trees ready for company, so to speak. This
show may bethefirst time an individual has seen
bonsai. Don’t you want them to see atree that
displays your love and the passion you’ ve invested
in the creation?

Asyour friendly, neighborhood librarian, I’ve done
some looking around to see what | could find
regarding getting a bonsai ready to be displayed.
Mostly, | found the same kinds of things that |
found when | was getting an iris ready for a show,
or adaylily, or any of the many entries at aflower
and garden show. Your primary goal isto make
your entry look the best that it can look.

Remove any damaged or oversized leaves. Pinch
back or prune growth to keep a nice compact shape
to your tree, whatever your designis. If branches
have died during the winter think about what you
need to do for the benefit of thetree. Prune off the
dead branch? Makeajinn? Do something! Don't
just leaveit there.

Check your wiring. If it is cutting into thetree, get
it off NOW! Rewireif necessary. Keepin mind
that the public is watching and new members are
watching to see what to do with their trees. Bonsai
Bob demonstrated several methods of wiring at our
workshop last month. Put that experienceto use. If

1
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you need wire, | think the club still has someto sdll.
If you don't want the whole set, check around,
maybe someone else will go halvesees with you.

For heavens sake, pull any weeds out of your pots!
It isonething to try to ssmulate a natural landscape
with your tree, but dandelions and other weeds that
are out of sync with the size and form of your tree,
do not contribute to the plant’s design. Remove any
other debris, such as old pine needles, grass, maple
flowers, bark mulch, leaves, and etc.

Clean off any moss growing on the tree trunk or
branches. Some people think this looks really coal,
but it is deadly to your tree. Let it grow around the
treeif you like, but get if off thetree. You can use
an old toothbrush to removeit.

Clean the dirt and lime scale off the pot! Yuck!
How bad does that look?! Y ou can clean them up
pretty good using vegetable oil or baby oil. | usean
old rag, pour a generous amount of oil ontherag
and begin rubbing it in. If you have a big build up,
you may haveto use a scraper of some kind before
you put the ail on.

Plan to display your tree on a stand of some kind.
Jerry and Darlene have a wide variety of stands that
they bring to the show. But, they might not have
the kind of stand that will best display your plant.

If you have a cascade, you want to giveit some
height. Think about the shape and color of your pot
and thetree. What kind of stand will best suit your
tree?

Now | give you this advice as your sister! Not to
discourage you! If you have just onetree READY
to display, or 12 trees READY to display, bring it
(them) to the show. Be open toideas and
suggestions. Ask for help. If I know my friendsin
the club, thereis always someone (everyone)
willing to give advice. If you have 25 plants that
you love, but you can only get 5 of them ready for
the show, then bring 5!

One of the sources that | read talked about
displaying each tree as anindividual tree. Giveit
enough space to realize its beauty and worth. Do
wereally haveto show every one of our trees at
every show? Let’'stake our best to the show. If
you have only one or two trees, then it (they) are
your best! Bringthem! Let’s haveagreat time at
the show. Meet the public, admire each other’s
artistic achievements and enjoy the addiction of
bonsai!

Kathy

2006 Calendar of Local or
Near by Events

May 19, 2007 9:00 am setup Bonsai Show and
Club meeting at Foellinger Freimmann Botanical
Conservatory

May 19, 2007— Master Gardener Plant Sale at
County Extension Office, 1 to 4 p.m.

June 14, 2007- 6:00pm Ben Oki workshop at
Cheryl Owens home during the week in the evening
June 16, 2007 10:30 am Workday at the Japanese
garden.

July 21, 2007 11:00 am Club picnic and Auction at
Kathy Lee’s home Carry in picnic with Club
supplying meat.

August: Summer Vacation Have fun and take care
of your trees.

September 15, 2007 Meeting (Trip to Gee Farms
nursery for more bargains ?? We’'ll take a vote on
this.)

October 20, 2007 9:00 am setup Bonsai Show and
Club meeting at Foellinger Freimmann Botanical
Conservatory

November 17, 2007 10:30 am meeting

December 15 2007 11:30 am Christmas Luncheon
Location to be determined.

The club hasthefollowing items

for sale:

Wire assortments: club members $40.00,
subscribers $42.00, non-members $45.00
Micromax micro-nutrients: $5.00 for
members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

Bonsai soil, shopping bag of 2 scoops: $5.00
for members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

New Fertilizer blocks. % Ib bag $2.50 for
members, Subscribers $3.00, non-members
$3.50 1 Ib bag $5.00 for members,
Subscribers $5.50, non-members $6.00

We also have bonsai slabs for forest plantings.
Prices range from $25.00 to $50.00. Call
Darlene or Ed regarding purchase.

All these products are great buys and priced

lower than retail if they are even available in
thisarea. Call or email Darlene or Ed if you
want products brought to this meeting.
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April Minutes

Members began gathering at the Kittle home
early on April 21. We had trees of different
types, sizes and status as a bonsai. Bonsai Bob
worked diligently on all our trees. Around
11:00, Darlene called together a quick meeting
to pass along important details on the Cherry
Blossom Festival to be held on Sunday, April
22 at the Japanese Garden on Main St. in Fort
Wayne. The club has two tables for a display
of bonsai, and Bonsai Bob is going to be doing
ademonstration at 2 PM and at 3 PM.
Members should bring some of their trees for
display. At 4 PM, there will be a ceremonial
planting of a Cherry tree at the garden.

May's meeting will be our Bonsai show at the
Botanical Garden. Members should arrive with
treesa 9 AM so anice display will be set up.
Some members will have bonsai related items
for sale.

We had a wonderful carry-in lunch and Darlene
and Jerry had wonderful ham and chicken for
us. Bob was busy working late into the
afternoon on various member trees. Jerry and
others made up a new batch of club soil. The
club trees for this year, Bald Cyprus, were
distributed. If you didn’t get your tree, contact
Ed Hake.

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Kirkwood

Bonsal Styles The Complete
Practical Encyclopedia of
Bonsal

by Ken

Nor man

Cascade —

KENGAI

Once again, this style
of bonsai represents a
treethat has been
growing in very

difficult circumstances, such as out of the side
of arock face or somewhere similar. In fact,
this style is intended to represent atreein the
wild that has been subjected to heavy winter
snowfall, rock falls, avalanches and, indeed, its
own weight, all of which would cause it to lean
and fall vertically from wherever it is rooted.
This particular design can be obtained by
repositioning various parts of the trunk line and
branches, so that a cascading and mature
outline is achieved.

Twin Trunk — SOKAN

The twin style isavery popular arrangement of
two trees. This occurs naturally when atree
grows with two trunks from ground level. A
twin trunk such as this may be the result of
seeds germinating close together. Asthe two
plants grow, they combine by natural grafting
into one joined at the base. A bonsai twin-
trunk tree can be created either by planting two
or moretrees very closely together or by
starting with a plant that already has two or
more trunks. If you are starting with a plant
that has more than two trunks, then clearly any
other trunks will need to be removed. The
choice of which trunks to remove depends upon
the shape and position of all the trunks on the
plant. You will need to select the best pair of
trunks in terms of their relationship with each
other to achieve a balanced final appearance.

Barbara Kirkwood
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TheBonsai Traveler
Area Bonsai News from Cat Nelson

I've been traveling around to some of the
regional club meetings, and it's been very
interesting. On the first Monday of every
month is the Midwest Bonsai Society Club
meeting in Chicago, at the Chicago Botanical
Gardens. Their meetings start with a half-hour
Bonsai 101 where they have beginning bonsai
topics for new members. The regular meeting
starts at 7:30pm, and will have a variety of
different focuses. The April meeting was one
on repotting, where members could bring in
trees and work on repotting, with club provided
soil and expert advice on styling and
placement on hand. The May meeting was a
demonstration by Warren Hill on creating forest
plantings on rock slabs.

On the first Wed. of every month is the club
meeting in Indianapolis. A very enthusiastic
club, it was standing room only in the meeting
space at the Garfield Park Conservatory. |
went down for their April meeting, which was
primarily a juniper workshop, but they were
also having a side demonstration on Chinese
elms. The gentleman who will be talking about
ramification in Chinese elms for the June
meeting was preparing the trees he will be
using for that demonstration. He was very
confident, and took one of the trees down to
just its trunk, to start its branch work fresh. 1
am looking forward to seeing the tree again in
June to see how it's progressed.

The Bonsai Society of Kalamazoo has a more
irregular meeting schedule, if anyone is
interested in their events this year you can
contact me at centaura@earthlink.net. | went
up for the talk by Jack Sustic on pines, and
about preparing bonsai show presentations.
Jack Sustic was a past curator of the National
Bonsai Museum in Washington, D.C.. There
were technical problems in the slide
presentation, but it was still interesting to learn
about a juniper pest that I'd never heard of
before. Seems there is a type of moth that will
lay its egg at a branch fork, and the larva will
encircle the branch under the bark, then
emerge after the branch has started to die.
Totally by coincidence a Kalamazoo member
had a juniper that had a sickly back branch

which was discovered to have been girdled by
this moth. You can tell the larvae is there by
the fact that the bark raises up in a mound at
the branch/trunk juncture, and this mound will
cave in at the slightest touch. If the larva is
discovered before it's girded the branch, there
is a chance of survival. If its not discovered,
the branch will die. The victimized tree was
the Kalamazoo club’s President’s submission
for the Joshua Roth New Talent Competition at
the upcoming American Bonsai Society’s
Learning Seminar.

I will put in another plug for Gee Farms, for the
folks who missed Fort Wayne's trip up there. A
well known ‘secret’ to the Michigan clubs, it's a
popular destination. We met up with folks from
West Michigan (Grand Rapids) there on our
trip last month, and it seems that the
Kalamazoo folks have a trip there planned on
Aug. 12, and Four Seasons (Detroit’s bonsai
club) is going on May 19.

As | type this, | am preparing for a very full
week. Tomorrow | head off to the All-Michigan
Show, and next week will be both the Chicago
Spring show and Fort Wayne’s Spring Show. |
have a few pictures from last year’s All-
Michigan show that | will attach to this. | hope
to have better quality pictures from all three
shows this year. | will add here a regional
show that | missed last month. July 27-29 is
the Four Season’s club show, in Detroit, M.
Their guest this year is William Valavanis from
the International Bonsai Arboretum in
Rochester, NY. For more information, go to:
http://www.fourseasonsbonsai.org/2007_show

_announcement.htm .
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WHAT TO DO IN MAY

By Ed Hake

First check if any of your plants still need to be
repotted. Make sure you are putting the
fertilizer blocks around your trees.

Watch your pine trees and see if the candles
are up far enough to pinch back 1/2 -2/3 of its
length just before the actual needles emerge or
on very vigorous trees maybe leaving only
about six sets of needle bundles. Also time to
pinch maples back to 2 leaves on each twig.
Junipers trim the ends of every branch.
Spruces need new growth pinched (twisted)
back.

If it doesn't rain, check their need for water
every day and always water thoroughly, small
pots can dry out very quickly in the sun and
wind. Wouldn't hurt to check morning and
evening.

Be sure to put fertilizer blocks on your trees
and if you want to encourage growth even
further use a water-soluble fertilizer regularly.

Always watch for signs of insects and treat
them immediately. If you have trees that are
wired watch for signs of the tree growing
around the wires.

ALSO I HAVE NEW CLAY POTS
AVAILABLE 4" @.25, 5"@.50, 6"@.75,
7"@1.00

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED LET ME KNOW
AND I CAN BRING THEM TO THE SHOW.

ED PH: 747-0493 ehake@aol.com

Bald Cypress Club Trees

Last month at the show we passed out this years
club trees, the bald cypress. If you did not get yours
contact Ed. Below you will find a care sheet on this
tree. If you have questions bring them to the show.

Many of the trees are not sprouting yet, be patient.
Remember they were shipped bare root so they are
working on rooting first. Keep the soil moist and
treat them as you do your other bonsai trees. They
arejust alittle slow.

Bonsai Car e Sheet

Species. Common

name: Bald cypress
Botanical 1., dium distichum
name:
Japanese Rakuusho
name:

Pondcypress; named
Varieties cultivars: 1llinois

" Sentinel and Illinois

Chief - both hardy.
Y oshimura
reference: #233

Advantages: A long underrated or even
ignored species, the American Bald Cypress
possesses great potential as abonsai. And, a
word or two from past experience as to why the
bald cypress has been so long overlooked: in
my early years with bonsai, and even today in
some circles, if the tree was not a Japanese
native, it couldn't be abonsai. | have seen bald
cypress in Japan although their owners denied
thetrees origins- U.S.A. Also long thought to
be a southern, water tree, experience has shown
neither is strictly true. Itsfoliage, like feathers,
its magnificent buttress, its taper - all coupled
with free budding, ease of accessibility and fast
growth rate demand that every American
bonsai artist grow at least one.

Disadvantages: To have agood bald cypress
the tree requires a undulated trunk buttress
which comes with age. A suggestion - find a
twenty foot one in a nursery and stump it to
two feet. Bald cypress will grow in this area but
must be germinated from northern seed or
rooted from a northern tree. A fine example
grows on Negley Blvd. just south of the

Synagogue.

Bonsai Potential: 9 on a scale of 1-10.
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Growing location: Full sun but as a bonsai or
container plant, protect from hot afternoon
summer sun.

Watering: Bald cypress will grow better near
water than in it. Legend has it that for success
as abonsai, the pot must be kept in awater
tray. | find it does better with being thoroughly
watered along with insuring good drainage. In
its native habitat the water surrounding the
cypressisjust that: surrounding. The roots are
in heavy clay if necessary but prefer well-
drained soil.

Propagation: Cuttings under mist; hardwood
inwinter or by seed.

Fertilizing: % strength, balanced.

Over-wintering: Keep well mulched, out of
sun and wind.

Styling: Literati, groves, informal, formal
NOTE: Cypress "knees" have long interested
bonsai growers but since their functionis
controversial, | wouldn't expect them to form.
In the wild they don't transplant well and rarely
formin captivity.

A more detailed care sheet is available at the
following web addresses in 2 parts:

http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree _care TomM B

aldCyprus1.html

Pictures From Bonsai Bob Workshop in May

http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree _care_ TomM B
aldCyprus2.html

Below are some pictures of bald cypress bonsai for
your inspiration. The 4™ one was collected by
Bonsai Bob in Florida.
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Beginner's Page: What Are Bonsai?
by Brent Walston, Evergreen Gardenworks

The simplest definition for bonsai is a plant in a pot.
But bonsai is so much more than atree treated like
a houseplant. It is plant art, or sculptureto be more
accurate. Bonsai require skilled care to survive and
to blossom into magnificent specimen plants.

Many nurseries and vendors sl inexpensive plants
in pots and call them bonsai. With care they could
become bonsai, but they are not bonsai. On the
internet we have the adopted the term 'Mall Bonsai'
or 'mallsai’ for these plants. Some of these people
aretrue bonsai folk and do their best to see that
your plant survives by giving you at least basic care
instructions. Sadly, other vendors could care less.
We recommend that you do not purchase bonsai

from persons unwilling or unable to give you care
information.

Bonsai are not houseplants. For the most part they
are outdoor plants and must remain outdoors all
year long. Thisis because most bonsai are
temperate climate plants that require a period of
dormancy. Thisis truefor evergreens such as
juniper aswell. There are also indoor bonsai, but
these are usually limited to tropical and subtropical
species, and even these species are happier outside
in the summer. Since the roots of outdoor bonsai are
exposed, they must be carefully over wintered in
cold climates to prevent the roots from reaching
killing temperatures.

Little bonsai do not become big bonsai. They are
grown under training conditions until they reach the
desired size and trunk thickness and are only then
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transferred to bonsai pots. Plants grow very slowly
oncethey arein bonsai pots, that is the object of the
pot, to slow down growth to reduce leaf and twig
size. Most of the inexpensive (and some not so
inexpensive) mall bonsai have had little or no
training whatsoever. Thisis why we do not consider
them to be bonsai. Trees must be carefully trained
to achieve the beautiful shapes most people
associate with bonsai.

Thetraining of bonsai is done mostly by
manipulating the trunks and branches through
pruning and wiring. Anyone can learn how to do
this with a few hours of basic instruction from a
teacher or by reading books. Of course, advanced
skills are honed over a period of alifetime, and the
more your practice, the more you will learn.

Bonsai must be root pruned and repotted
occasionally. Since the object is to keep the tree the
same size, they usually go back into the same pot
after root pruning. Root pruning is also atraining
technique and a plant may be invigorated or slowed
down by timely pruning. Thetrees are repotted with
fresh special soil designed specifically for bonsai.
The most important quality of bonsai soil isthat it
drains very much faster than usual potting soils.

Bonsai must be fertilized regularly while actively
growing. Thisis most easily achieved by fertilizing
with a good soluble fertilizer every two weeks. Use
afertilizer with trace e ements such as Miracid or
Miracle Grow at the full strength recommendation.
Bonsai soils arenot very good at holding nutrients,
so regular full strength feeding is a must.

Watering improperly is probably the most common
problem for beginners. Plants must be watered
thoroughly when they become slightly dry.
Watering should be done from the top, not by
submerging the plant, and they should be watered
until they are saturated. Y ou will see water pour
from the drain holes when they receive enough.
This method of watering helps to prevent salt
buildup in the soil.

Determining when a plant is slightly dry can be
tricky. We recommend that you lift the pot (if itisa
small bonsai). Thereis a substantial differencein
weight between awell watered bonsai and one that
needs water now. You will learn this fed' very
quickly. You can also dig your finger down about
aninchintothesoil. If it isdry to this levdl, it
should be watered. Another method, recommended
by Michad Persiano, isto insert a chopstick into the
soil as sort of adipstick. Leave this stick in the soil
and pull it out periodically to test the water ‘level’. If
the soil has adequate water the stick will be damp.

Most people in hot summer areas find that watering
is necessary every day when the temperatureis
above 80F. Sometimes, watering is necessary twice
aday. In general, indoor plants require less frequent
watering than outdoor plants.

Much more information on bonsai and bonsai
training is available under Bonsai Articles

OK, I'm hooked, how do | actually begin doing
bonsai?
Seethearticle A Beginner's First Bonsai on the
internet.
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Fort Wayne Bonsai

Club Newsletter
Vol. 11 Issue 5 April 21, 2007

May Bonsai Club Meeting
Our Show

The next meeting will be Saturday, May 19th at the
Fodlinger-Freimann Botanical Conservatory. This
isour show, set up begins at 9:00 am, the show
opens at 10:00 am and lasts until 4:30 pm. We will
have a brief meeting in a corner at approximatey
10:30 am. We will have the larger room this year
that is just to the south of the room we have beenin
before. We will be making an attempt to divide the
trees into groups of older, more established bonsai
trees, intermediate trees and newer younger trees.
Wewould like all members to bring trees whether
they have worked on them for years or arejust
beginning.

Cat Nelson has agreed to do some demonstrations
periodically throughout the day so there will be
educational opportunities. Anyone else who would
like to work on trees may also usethem as
demonstrations.

We will also have a table of plants, and any other
assorted bonsai items for sale. This can include
pots, books, tools or anything else you would liketo
sall. The club will keep 10 % of the proceeds and
the sdler will receive the balance. The sdler sets
his prices.

We will aso discuss our upcoming schedule of
events during the meeting. Newer members think
about what you would like to have included in
future meetings and bring your suggestions.

Those of you who missed the Cherry tree festival
missed a great time. Therewas alot of interest in
Bonsai Bob's presentations and our bonsai display.
We were not in the best location in front of the Art
Museum while most of the action was over in
Freimann Square but we still had 32 people sign up
with an interest in receiving our newsl etter.
Hopefully they will come to the show also.

The Ben Oki Workshaop will be next month at
Cheryl Owens home on June 14 at 6:00 pm.
Observers and participants are invited to meet in the
Kittle's driveway at 4:00pm to car pool to Cheryl’s.
Thiswill not include a meal so eat early or bring

something to eat in the car. Wewill providea
cooler full of icefor you to put beveragesin. Thisis
a bring your own tree workshop. Thisisabring
your own tree workshop. The trees will not be
repotted. If it isin abonsai pot it should be wired in
securely. If it isin anursery pot it should not be
larger than a 2-gallon nursery pot. Onetree will be
styled per participant. Observers will be given the
opportunity to ask questions at specific times. Ben
is aworld-renowned bonsai expert and we are quite
fortunate to have this opportunity for a workshop
with him. We have 10 openings, 9 have signed up
for the workshop as participants, and 2 have paid.

If you want to participate contact Ed immediately

and we need your payment by June 1%,
Editor, Darlene Kittle

Kathy’s Korner

It'sTime! Itistimeto ready your trees and accents
for our May show! By thetimeyou arereading
this, you will have less than a week to get your trees
ready. | hope you have been planning and
preparing before now.

Even though oursis not a*“judged” show, it is our
club’s presentation to the public. So we want to get
our trees ready for company, so to speak. This
show may bethefirst time an individual has seen
bonsai. Don’t you want them to see atree that
displays your love and the passion you’ ve invested
in the creation?

Asyour friendly, neighborhood librarian, I’ve done
some looking around to see what | could find
regarding getting a bonsai ready to be displayed.
Mostly, | found the same kinds of things that |
found when | was getting an iris ready for a show,
or adaylily, or any of the many entries at aflower
and garden show. Your primary goal isto make
your entry look the best that it can look.

Remove any damaged or oversized leaves. Pinch
back or prune growth to keep a nice compact shape
to your tree, whatever your designis. If branches
have died during the winter think about what you
need to do for the benefit of thetree. Prune off the
dead branch? Makeajinn? Do something! Don't
just leaveit there.

Check your wiring. If it is cutting into thetree, get
it off NOW! Rewireif necessary. Keepin mind
that the public is watching and new members are
watching to see what to do with their trees. Bonsai
Bob demonstrated several methods of wiring at our
workshop last month. Put that experienceto use. If

1

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://www.pdffactory.com

you need wire, | think the club still has someto sdll.
If you don't want the whole set, check around,
maybe someone else will go halvesees with you.

For heavens sake, pull any weeds out of your pots!
It isonething to try to ssmulate a natural landscape
with your tree, but dandelions and other weeds that
are out of sync with the size and form of your tree,
do not contribute to the plant’s design. Remove any
other debris, such as old pine needles, grass, maple
flowers, bark mulch, leaves, and etc.

Clean off any moss growing on the tree trunk or
branches. Some people think this looks really coal,
but it is deadly to your tree. Let it grow around the
treeif you like, but get if off thetree. You can use
an old toothbrush to removeit.

Clean the dirt and lime scale off the pot! Yuck!
How bad does that look?! Y ou can clean them up
pretty good using vegetable oil or baby oil. | usean
old rag, pour a generous amount of oil ontherag
and begin rubbing it in. If you have a big build up,
you may haveto use a scraper of some kind before
you put the ail on.

Plan to display your tree on a stand of some kind.
Jerry and Darlene have a wide variety of stands that
they bring to the show. But, they might not have
the kind of stand that will best display your plant.

If you have a cascade, you want to giveit some
height. Think about the shape and color of your pot
and thetree. What kind of stand will best suit your
tree?

Now | give you this advice as your sister! Not to
discourage you! If you have just onetree READY
to display, or 12 trees READY to display, bring it
(them) to the show. Be open toideas and
suggestions. Ask for help. If I know my friendsin
the club, thereis always someone (everyone)
willing to give advice. If you have 25 plants that
you love, but you can only get 5 of them ready for
the show, then bring 5!

One of the sources that | read talked about
displaying each tree as anindividual tree. Giveit
enough space to realize its beauty and worth. Do
wereally haveto show every one of our trees at
every show? Let’'stake our best to the show. If
you have only one or two trees, then it (they) are
your best! Bringthem! Let’s haveagreat time at
the show. Meet the public, admire each other’s
artistic achievements and enjoy the addiction of
bonsai!

Kathy

2006 Calendar of Local or
Near by Events

May 19, 2007 9:00 am setup Bonsai Show and
Club meeting at Foellinger Freimmann Botanical
Conservatory

May 19, 2007— Master Gardener Plant Sale at
County Extension Office, 1 to 4 p.m.

June 14, 2007- 6:00pm Ben Oki workshop at
Cheryl Owens home during the week in the evening
June 16, 2007 10:30 am Workday at the Japanese
garden.

July 21, 2007 11:00 am Club picnic and Auction at
Kathy Lee’s home Carry in picnic with Club
supplying meat.

August: Summer Vacation Have fun and take care
of your trees.

September 15, 2007 Meeting (Trip to Gee Farms
nursery for more bargains ?? We’'ll take a vote on
this.)

October 20, 2007 9:00 am setup Bonsai Show and
Club meeting at Foellinger Freimmann Botanical
Conservatory

November 17, 2007 10:30 am meeting

December 15 2007 11:30 am Christmas Luncheon
Location to be determined.

The club hasthefollowing items

for sale:

Wire assortments: club members $40.00,
subscribers $42.00, non-members $45.00
Micromax micro-nutrients: $5.00 for
members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

Bonsai soil, shopping bag of 2 scoops: $5.00
for members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

New Fertilizer blocks. % Ib bag $2.50 for
members, Subscribers $3.00, non-members
$3.50 1 Ib bag $5.00 for members,
Subscribers $5.50, non-members $6.00

We also have bonsai slabs for forest plantings.
Prices range from $25.00 to $50.00. Call
Darlene or Ed regarding purchase.

All these products are great buys and priced

lower than retail if they are even available in
thisarea. Call or email Darlene or Ed if you
want products brought to this meeting.
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April Minutes

Members began gathering at the Kittle home
early on April 21. We had trees of different
types, sizes and status as a bonsai. Bonsai Bob
worked diligently on all our trees. Around
11:00, Darlene called together a quick meeting
to pass along important details on the Cherry
Blossom Festival to be held on Sunday, April
22 at the Japanese Garden on Main St. in Fort
Wayne. The club has two tables for a display
of bonsai, and Bonsai Bob is going to be doing
ademonstration at 2 PM and at 3 PM.
Members should bring some of their trees for
display. At 4 PM, there will be a ceremonial
planting of a Cherry tree at the garden.

May's meeting will be our Bonsai show at the
Botanical Garden. Members should arrive with
treesa 9 AM so anice display will be set up.
Some members will have bonsai related items
for sale.

We had a wonderful carry-in lunch and Darlene
and Jerry had wonderful ham and chicken for
us. Bob was busy working late into the
afternoon on various member trees. Jerry and
others made up a new batch of club soil. The
club trees for this year, Bald Cyprus, were
distributed. If you didn’t get your tree, contact
Ed Hake.

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Kirkwood

Bonsal Styles The Complete
Practical Encyclopedia of
Bonsal

by Ken

Nor man

Cascade —

KENGAI

Once again, this style
of bonsai represents a
treethat has been
growing in very

difficult circumstances, such as out of the side
of arock face or somewhere similar. In fact,
this style is intended to represent atreein the
wild that has been subjected to heavy winter
snowfall, rock falls, avalanches and, indeed, its
own weight, all of which would cause it to lean
and fall vertically from wherever it is rooted.
This particular design can be obtained by
repositioning various parts of the trunk line and
branches, so that a cascading and mature
outline is achieved.

Twin Trunk — SOKAN

The twin style isavery popular arrangement of
two trees. This occurs naturally when atree
grows with two trunks from ground level. A
twin trunk such as this may be the result of
seeds germinating close together. Asthe two
plants grow, they combine by natural grafting
into one joined at the base. A bonsai twin-
trunk tree can be created either by planting two
or moretrees very closely together or by
starting with a plant that already has two or
more trunks. If you are starting with a plant
that has more than two trunks, then clearly any
other trunks will need to be removed. The
choice of which trunks to remove depends upon
the shape and position of all the trunks on the
plant. You will need to select the best pair of
trunks in terms of their relationship with each
other to achieve a balanced final appearance.

Barbara Kirkwood
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TheBonsai Traveler
Area Bonsai News from Cat Nelson

I've been traveling around to some of the
regional club meetings, and it's been very
interesting. On the first Monday of every
month is the Midwest Bonsai Society Club
meeting in Chicago, at the Chicago Botanical
Gardens. Their meetings start with a half-hour
Bonsai 101 where they have beginning bonsai
topics for new members. The regular meeting
starts at 7:30pm, and will have a variety of
different focuses. The April meeting was one
on repotting, where members could bring in
trees and work on repotting, with club provided
soil and expert advice on styling and
placement on hand. The May meeting was a
demonstration by Warren Hill on creating forest
plantings on rock slabs.

On the first Wed. of every month is the club
meeting in Indianapolis. A very enthusiastic
club, it was standing room only in the meeting
space at the Garfield Park Conservatory. |
went down for their April meeting, which was
primarily a juniper workshop, but they were
also having a side demonstration on Chinese
elms. The gentleman who will be talking about
ramification in Chinese elms for the June
meeting was preparing the trees he will be
using for that demonstration. He was very
confident, and took one of the trees down to
just its trunk, to start its branch work fresh. 1
am looking forward to seeing the tree again in
June to see how it's progressed.

The Bonsai Society of Kalamazoo has a more
irregular meeting schedule, if anyone is
interested in their events this year you can
contact me at centaura@earthlink.net. | went
up for the talk by Jack Sustic on pines, and
about preparing bonsai show presentations.
Jack Sustic was a past curator of the National
Bonsai Museum in Washington, D.C.. There
were technical problems in the slide
presentation, but it was still interesting to learn
about a juniper pest that I'd never heard of
before. Seems there is a type of moth that will
lay its egg at a branch fork, and the larva will
encircle the branch under the bark, then
emerge after the branch has started to die.
Totally by coincidence a Kalamazoo member
had a juniper that had a sickly back branch

which was discovered to have been girdled by
this moth. You can tell the larvae is there by
the fact that the bark raises up in a mound at
the branch/trunk juncture, and this mound will
cave in at the slightest touch. If the larva is
discovered before it's girded the branch, there
is a chance of survival. If its not discovered,
the branch will die. The victimized tree was
the Kalamazoo club’s President’s submission
for the Joshua Roth New Talent Competition at
the upcoming American Bonsai Society’s
Learning Seminar.

I will put in another plug for Gee Farms, for the
folks who missed Fort Wayne's trip up there. A
well known ‘secret’ to the Michigan clubs, it's a
popular destination. We met up with folks from
West Michigan (Grand Rapids) there on our
trip last month, and it seems that the
Kalamazoo folks have a trip there planned on
Aug. 12, and Four Seasons (Detroit’s bonsai
club) is going on May 19.

As | type this, | am preparing for a very full
week. Tomorrow | head off to the All-Michigan
Show, and next week will be both the Chicago
Spring show and Fort Wayne’s Spring Show. |
have a few pictures from last year’s All-
Michigan show that | will attach to this. | hope
to have better quality pictures from all three
shows this year. | will add here a regional
show that | missed last month. July 27-29 is
the Four Season’s club show, in Detroit, M.
Their guest this year is William Valavanis from
the International Bonsai Arboretum in
Rochester, NY. For more information, go to:
http://www.fourseasonsbonsai.org/2007_show

_announcement.htm .
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WHAT TO DO IN MAY

By Ed Hake

First check if any of your plants still need to be
repotted. Make sure you are putting the
fertilizer blocks around your trees.

Watch your pine trees and see if the candles
are up far enough to pinch back 1/2 -2/3 of its
length just before the actual needles emerge or
on very vigorous trees maybe leaving only
about six sets of needle bundles. Also time to
pinch maples back to 2 leaves on each twig.
Junipers trim the ends of every branch.
Spruces need new growth pinched (twisted)
back.

If it doesn't rain, check their need for water
every day and always water thoroughly, small
pots can dry out very quickly in the sun and
wind. Wouldn't hurt to check morning and
evening.

Be sure to put fertilizer blocks on your trees
and if you want to encourage growth even
further use a water-soluble fertilizer regularly.

Always watch for signs of insects and treat
them immediately. If you have trees that are
wired watch for signs of the tree growing
around the wires.

ALSO I HAVE NEW CLAY POTS
AVAILABLE 4" @.25, 5"@.50, 6"@.75,
7"@1.00

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED LET ME KNOW
AND I CAN BRING THEM TO THE SHOW.

ED PH: 747-0493 ehake@aol.com

Bald Cypress Club Trees

Last month at the show we passed out this years
club trees, the bald cypress. If you did not get yours
contact Ed. Below you will find a care sheet on this
tree. If you have questions bring them to the show.

Many of the trees are not sprouting yet, be patient.
Remember they were shipped bare root so they are
working on rooting first. Keep the soil moist and
treat them as you do your other bonsai trees. They
arejust alittle slow.

Bonsai Car e Sheet

Species. Common

name: Bald cypress
Botanical 1., dium distichum
name:
Japanese Rakuusho
name:

Pondcypress; named
Varieties cultivars: 1llinois

" Sentinel and Illinois

Chief - both hardy.
Y oshimura
reference: #233

Advantages: A long underrated or even
ignored species, the American Bald Cypress
possesses great potential as abonsai. And, a
word or two from past experience as to why the
bald cypress has been so long overlooked: in
my early years with bonsai, and even today in
some circles, if the tree was not a Japanese
native, it couldn't be abonsai. | have seen bald
cypress in Japan although their owners denied
thetrees origins- U.S.A. Also long thought to
be a southern, water tree, experience has shown
neither is strictly true. Itsfoliage, like feathers,
its magnificent buttress, its taper - all coupled
with free budding, ease of accessibility and fast
growth rate demand that every American
bonsai artist grow at least one.

Disadvantages: To have agood bald cypress
the tree requires a undulated trunk buttress
which comes with age. A suggestion - find a
twenty foot one in a nursery and stump it to
two feet. Bald cypress will grow in this area but
must be germinated from northern seed or
rooted from a northern tree. A fine example
grows on Negley Blvd. just south of the

Synagogue.

Bonsai Potential: 9 on a scale of 1-10.
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Growing location: Full sun but as a bonsai or
container plant, protect from hot afternoon
summer sun.

Watering: Bald cypress will grow better near
water than in it. Legend has it that for success
as abonsai, the pot must be kept in awater
tray. | find it does better with being thoroughly
watered along with insuring good drainage. In
its native habitat the water surrounding the
cypressisjust that: surrounding. The roots are
in heavy clay if necessary but prefer well-
drained soil.

Propagation: Cuttings under mist; hardwood
inwinter or by seed.

Fertilizing: % strength, balanced.

Over-wintering: Keep well mulched, out of
sun and wind.

Styling: Literati, groves, informal, formal
NOTE: Cypress "knees" have long interested
bonsai growers but since their functionis
controversial, | wouldn't expect them to form.
In the wild they don't transplant well and rarely
formin captivity.

A more detailed care sheet is available at the
following web addresses in 2 parts:

http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree _care TomM B

aldCyprus1.html

Pictures From Bonsai Bob Workshop in May

http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree _care_ TomM B
aldCyprus2.html

Below are some pictures of bald cypress bonsai for
your inspiration. The 4™ one was collected by
Bonsai Bob in Florida.
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Beginner's Page: What Are Bonsai?
by Brent Walston, Evergreen Gardenworks

The simplest definition for bonsai is a plant in a pot.
But bonsai is so much more than atree treated like
a houseplant. It is plant art, or sculptureto be more
accurate. Bonsai require skilled care to survive and
to blossom into magnificent specimen plants.

Many nurseries and vendors sl inexpensive plants
in pots and call them bonsai. With care they could
become bonsai, but they are not bonsai. On the
internet we have the adopted the term 'Mall Bonsai'
or 'mallsai’ for these plants. Some of these people
aretrue bonsai folk and do their best to see that
your plant survives by giving you at least basic care
instructions. Sadly, other vendors could care less.
We recommend that you do not purchase bonsai

from persons unwilling or unable to give you care
information.

Bonsai are not houseplants. For the most part they
are outdoor plants and must remain outdoors all
year long. Thisis because most bonsai are
temperate climate plants that require a period of
dormancy. Thisis truefor evergreens such as
juniper aswell. There are also indoor bonsai, but
these are usually limited to tropical and subtropical
species, and even these species are happier outside
in the summer. Since the roots of outdoor bonsai are
exposed, they must be carefully over wintered in
cold climates to prevent the roots from reaching
killing temperatures.

Little bonsai do not become big bonsai. They are
grown under training conditions until they reach the
desired size and trunk thickness and are only then
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transferred to bonsai pots. Plants grow very slowly
oncethey arein bonsai pots, that is the object of the
pot, to slow down growth to reduce leaf and twig
size. Most of the inexpensive (and some not so
inexpensive) mall bonsai have had little or no
training whatsoever. Thisis why we do not consider
them to be bonsai. Trees must be carefully trained
to achieve the beautiful shapes most people
associate with bonsai.

Thetraining of bonsai is done mostly by
manipulating the trunks and branches through
pruning and wiring. Anyone can learn how to do
this with a few hours of basic instruction from a
teacher or by reading books. Of course, advanced
skills are honed over a period of alifetime, and the
more your practice, the more you will learn.

Bonsai must be root pruned and repotted
occasionally. Since the object is to keep the tree the
same size, they usually go back into the same pot
after root pruning. Root pruning is also atraining
technique and a plant may be invigorated or slowed
down by timely pruning. Thetrees are repotted with
fresh special soil designed specifically for bonsai.
The most important quality of bonsai soil isthat it
drains very much faster than usual potting soils.

Bonsai must be fertilized regularly while actively
growing. Thisis most easily achieved by fertilizing
with a good soluble fertilizer every two weeks. Use
afertilizer with trace e ements such as Miracid or
Miracle Grow at the full strength recommendation.
Bonsai soils arenot very good at holding nutrients,
so regular full strength feeding is a must.

Watering improperly is probably the most common
problem for beginners. Plants must be watered
thoroughly when they become slightly dry.
Watering should be done from the top, not by
submerging the plant, and they should be watered
until they are saturated. Y ou will see water pour
from the drain holes when they receive enough.
This method of watering helps to prevent salt
buildup in the soil.

Determining when a plant is slightly dry can be
tricky. We recommend that you lift the pot (if itisa
small bonsai). Thereis a substantial differencein
weight between awell watered bonsai and one that
needs water now. You will learn this fed' very
quickly. You can also dig your finger down about
aninchintothesoil. If it isdry to this levdl, it
should be watered. Another method, recommended
by Michad Persiano, isto insert a chopstick into the
soil as sort of adipstick. Leave this stick in the soil
and pull it out periodically to test the water ‘level’. If
the soil has adequate water the stick will be damp.

Most people in hot summer areas find that watering
is necessary every day when the temperatureis
above 80F. Sometimes, watering is necessary twice
aday. In general, indoor plants require less frequent
watering than outdoor plants.

Much more information on bonsai and bonsai
training is available under Bonsai Articles

OK, I'm hooked, how do | actually begin doing
bonsai?
Seethearticle A Beginner's First Bonsai on the
internet.
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Fort Wayne Bonsai

Club Newsletter
Vol. 11 Issue 5 April 21, 2007

May Bonsai Club Meeting
Our Show

The next meeting will be Saturday, May 19th at the
Fodlinger-Freimann Botanical Conservatory. This
isour show, set up begins at 9:00 am, the show
opens at 10:00 am and lasts until 4:30 pm. We will
have a brief meeting in a corner at approximatey
10:30 am. We will have the larger room this year
that is just to the south of the room we have beenin
before. We will be making an attempt to divide the
trees into groups of older, more established bonsai
trees, intermediate trees and newer younger trees.
Wewould like all members to bring trees whether
they have worked on them for years or arejust
beginning.

Cat Nelson has agreed to do some demonstrations
periodically throughout the day so there will be
educational opportunities. Anyone else who would
like to work on trees may also usethem as
demonstrations.

We will also have a table of plants, and any other
assorted bonsai items for sale. This can include
pots, books, tools or anything else you would liketo
sall. The club will keep 10 % of the proceeds and
the sdler will receive the balance. The sdler sets
his prices.

We will aso discuss our upcoming schedule of
events during the meeting. Newer members think
about what you would like to have included in
future meetings and bring your suggestions.

Those of you who missed the Cherry tree festival
missed a great time. Therewas alot of interest in
Bonsai Bob's presentations and our bonsai display.
We were not in the best location in front of the Art
Museum while most of the action was over in
Freimann Square but we still had 32 people sign up
with an interest in receiving our newsl etter.
Hopefully they will come to the show also.

The Ben Oki Workshaop will be next month at
Cheryl Owens home on June 14 at 6:00 pm.
Observers and participants are invited to meet in the
Kittle's driveway at 4:00pm to car pool to Cheryl’s.
Thiswill not include a meal so eat early or bring

something to eat in the car. Wewill providea
cooler full of icefor you to put beveragesin. Thisis
a bring your own tree workshop. Thisisabring
your own tree workshop. The trees will not be
repotted. If it isin abonsai pot it should be wired in
securely. If it isin anursery pot it should not be
larger than a 2-gallon nursery pot. Onetree will be
styled per participant. Observers will be given the
opportunity to ask questions at specific times. Ben
is aworld-renowned bonsai expert and we are quite
fortunate to have this opportunity for a workshop
with him. We have 10 openings, 9 have signed up
for the workshop as participants, and 2 have paid.

If you want to participate contact Ed immediately

and we need your payment by June 1%,
Editor, Darlene Kittle

Kathy’s Korner

It'sTime! Itistimeto ready your trees and accents
for our May show! By thetimeyou arereading
this, you will have less than a week to get your trees
ready. | hope you have been planning and
preparing before now.

Even though oursis not a*“judged” show, it is our
club’s presentation to the public. So we want to get
our trees ready for company, so to speak. This
show may bethefirst time an individual has seen
bonsai. Don’t you want them to see atree that
displays your love and the passion you’ ve invested
in the creation?

Asyour friendly, neighborhood librarian, I’ve done
some looking around to see what | could find
regarding getting a bonsai ready to be displayed.
Mostly, | found the same kinds of things that |
found when | was getting an iris ready for a show,
or adaylily, or any of the many entries at aflower
and garden show. Your primary goal isto make
your entry look the best that it can look.

Remove any damaged or oversized leaves. Pinch
back or prune growth to keep a nice compact shape
to your tree, whatever your designis. If branches
have died during the winter think about what you
need to do for the benefit of thetree. Prune off the
dead branch? Makeajinn? Do something! Don't
just leaveit there.

Check your wiring. If it is cutting into thetree, get
it off NOW! Rewireif necessary. Keepin mind
that the public is watching and new members are
watching to see what to do with their trees. Bonsai
Bob demonstrated several methods of wiring at our
workshop last month. Put that experienceto use. If

1
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you need wire, | think the club still has someto sdll.
If you don't want the whole set, check around,
maybe someone else will go halvesees with you.

For heavens sake, pull any weeds out of your pots!
It isonething to try to ssmulate a natural landscape
with your tree, but dandelions and other weeds that
are out of sync with the size and form of your tree,
do not contribute to the plant’s design. Remove any
other debris, such as old pine needles, grass, maple
flowers, bark mulch, leaves, and etc.

Clean off any moss growing on the tree trunk or
branches. Some people think this looks really coal,
but it is deadly to your tree. Let it grow around the
treeif you like, but get if off thetree. You can use
an old toothbrush to removeit.

Clean the dirt and lime scale off the pot! Yuck!
How bad does that look?! Y ou can clean them up
pretty good using vegetable oil or baby oil. | usean
old rag, pour a generous amount of oil ontherag
and begin rubbing it in. If you have a big build up,
you may haveto use a scraper of some kind before
you put the ail on.

Plan to display your tree on a stand of some kind.
Jerry and Darlene have a wide variety of stands that
they bring to the show. But, they might not have
the kind of stand that will best display your plant.

If you have a cascade, you want to giveit some
height. Think about the shape and color of your pot
and thetree. What kind of stand will best suit your
tree?

Now | give you this advice as your sister! Not to
discourage you! If you have just onetree READY
to display, or 12 trees READY to display, bring it
(them) to the show. Be open toideas and
suggestions. Ask for help. If I know my friendsin
the club, thereis always someone (everyone)
willing to give advice. If you have 25 plants that
you love, but you can only get 5 of them ready for
the show, then bring 5!

One of the sources that | read talked about
displaying each tree as anindividual tree. Giveit
enough space to realize its beauty and worth. Do
wereally haveto show every one of our trees at
every show? Let’'stake our best to the show. If
you have only one or two trees, then it (they) are
your best! Bringthem! Let’s haveagreat time at
the show. Meet the public, admire each other’s
artistic achievements and enjoy the addiction of
bonsai!

Kathy

2006 Calendar of Local or
Near by Events

May 19, 2007 9:00 am setup Bonsai Show and
Club meeting at Foellinger Freimmann Botanical
Conservatory

May 19, 2007— Master Gardener Plant Sale at
County Extension Office, 1 to 4 p.m.

June 14, 2007- 6:00pm Ben Oki workshop at
Cheryl Owens home during the week in the evening
June 16, 2007 10:30 am Workday at the Japanese
garden.

July 21, 2007 11:00 am Club picnic and Auction at
Kathy Lee’s home Carry in picnic with Club
supplying meat.

August: Summer Vacation Have fun and take care
of your trees.

September 15, 2007 Meeting (Trip to Gee Farms
nursery for more bargains ?? We’'ll take a vote on
this.)

October 20, 2007 9:00 am setup Bonsai Show and
Club meeting at Foellinger Freimmann Botanical
Conservatory

November 17, 2007 10:30 am meeting

December 15 2007 11:30 am Christmas Luncheon
Location to be determined.

The club hasthefollowing items

for sale:

Wire assortments: club members $40.00,
subscribers $42.00, non-members $45.00
Micromax micro-nutrients: $5.00 for
members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

Bonsai soil, shopping bag of 2 scoops: $5.00
for members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

New Fertilizer blocks. % Ib bag $2.50 for
members, Subscribers $3.00, non-members
$3.50 1 Ib bag $5.00 for members,
Subscribers $5.50, non-members $6.00

We also have bonsai slabs for forest plantings.
Prices range from $25.00 to $50.00. Call
Darlene or Ed regarding purchase.

All these products are great buys and priced

lower than retail if they are even available in
thisarea. Call or email Darlene or Ed if you
want products brought to this meeting.
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April Minutes

Members began gathering at the Kittle home
early on April 21. We had trees of different
types, sizes and status as a bonsai. Bonsai Bob
worked diligently on all our trees. Around
11:00, Darlene called together a quick meeting
to pass along important details on the Cherry
Blossom Festival to be held on Sunday, April
22 at the Japanese Garden on Main St. in Fort
Wayne. The club has two tables for a display
of bonsai, and Bonsai Bob is going to be doing
ademonstration at 2 PM and at 3 PM.
Members should bring some of their trees for
display. At 4 PM, there will be a ceremonial
planting of a Cherry tree at the garden.

May's meeting will be our Bonsai show at the
Botanical Garden. Members should arrive with
treesa 9 AM so anice display will be set up.
Some members will have bonsai related items
for sale.

We had a wonderful carry-in lunch and Darlene
and Jerry had wonderful ham and chicken for
us. Bob was busy working late into the
afternoon on various member trees. Jerry and
others made up a new batch of club soil. The
club trees for this year, Bald Cyprus, were
distributed. If you didn’t get your tree, contact
Ed Hake.

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Kirkwood

Bonsal Styles The Complete
Practical Encyclopedia of
Bonsal

by Ken

Nor man

Cascade —

KENGAI

Once again, this style
of bonsai represents a
treethat has been
growing in very

difficult circumstances, such as out of the side
of arock face or somewhere similar. In fact,
this style is intended to represent atreein the
wild that has been subjected to heavy winter
snowfall, rock falls, avalanches and, indeed, its
own weight, all of which would cause it to lean
and fall vertically from wherever it is rooted.
This particular design can be obtained by
repositioning various parts of the trunk line and
branches, so that a cascading and mature
outline is achieved.

Twin Trunk — SOKAN

The twin style isavery popular arrangement of
two trees. This occurs naturally when atree
grows with two trunks from ground level. A
twin trunk such as this may be the result of
seeds germinating close together. Asthe two
plants grow, they combine by natural grafting
into one joined at the base. A bonsai twin-
trunk tree can be created either by planting two
or moretrees very closely together or by
starting with a plant that already has two or
more trunks. If you are starting with a plant
that has more than two trunks, then clearly any
other trunks will need to be removed. The
choice of which trunks to remove depends upon
the shape and position of all the trunks on the
plant. You will need to select the best pair of
trunks in terms of their relationship with each
other to achieve a balanced final appearance.

Barbara Kirkwood
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TheBonsai Traveler
Area Bonsai News from Cat Nelson

I've been traveling around to some of the
regional club meetings, and it's been very
interesting. On the first Monday of every
month is the Midwest Bonsai Society Club
meeting in Chicago, at the Chicago Botanical
Gardens. Their meetings start with a half-hour
Bonsai 101 where they have beginning bonsai
topics for new members. The regular meeting
starts at 7:30pm, and will have a variety of
different focuses. The April meeting was one
on repotting, where members could bring in
trees and work on repotting, with club provided
soil and expert advice on styling and
placement on hand. The May meeting was a
demonstration by Warren Hill on creating forest
plantings on rock slabs.

On the first Wed. of every month is the club
meeting in Indianapolis. A very enthusiastic
club, it was standing room only in the meeting
space at the Garfield Park Conservatory. |
went down for their April meeting, which was
primarily a juniper workshop, but they were
also having a side demonstration on Chinese
elms. The gentleman who will be talking about
ramification in Chinese elms for the June
meeting was preparing the trees he will be
using for that demonstration. He was very
confident, and took one of the trees down to
just its trunk, to start its branch work fresh. 1
am looking forward to seeing the tree again in
June to see how it's progressed.

The Bonsai Society of Kalamazoo has a more
irregular meeting schedule, if anyone is
interested in their events this year you can
contact me at centaura@earthlink.net. | went
up for the talk by Jack Sustic on pines, and
about preparing bonsai show presentations.
Jack Sustic was a past curator of the National
Bonsai Museum in Washington, D.C.. There
were technical problems in the slide
presentation, but it was still interesting to learn
about a juniper pest that I'd never heard of
before. Seems there is a type of moth that will
lay its egg at a branch fork, and the larva will
encircle the branch under the bark, then
emerge after the branch has started to die.
Totally by coincidence a Kalamazoo member
had a juniper that had a sickly back branch

which was discovered to have been girdled by
this moth. You can tell the larvae is there by
the fact that the bark raises up in a mound at
the branch/trunk juncture, and this mound will
cave in at the slightest touch. If the larva is
discovered before it's girded the branch, there
is a chance of survival. If its not discovered,
the branch will die. The victimized tree was
the Kalamazoo club’s President’s submission
for the Joshua Roth New Talent Competition at
the upcoming American Bonsai Society’s
Learning Seminar.

I will put in another plug for Gee Farms, for the
folks who missed Fort Wayne's trip up there. A
well known ‘secret’ to the Michigan clubs, it's a
popular destination. We met up with folks from
West Michigan (Grand Rapids) there on our
trip last month, and it seems that the
Kalamazoo folks have a trip there planned on
Aug. 12, and Four Seasons (Detroit’s bonsai
club) is going on May 19.

As | type this, | am preparing for a very full
week. Tomorrow | head off to the All-Michigan
Show, and next week will be both the Chicago
Spring show and Fort Wayne’s Spring Show. |
have a few pictures from last year’s All-
Michigan show that | will attach to this. | hope
to have better quality pictures from all three
shows this year. | will add here a regional
show that | missed last month. July 27-29 is
the Four Season’s club show, in Detroit, M.
Their guest this year is William Valavanis from
the International Bonsai Arboretum in
Rochester, NY. For more information, go to:
http://www.fourseasonsbonsai.org/2007_show

_announcement.htm .
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WHAT TO DO IN MAY

By Ed Hake

First check if any of your plants still need to be
repotted. Make sure you are putting the
fertilizer blocks around your trees.

Watch your pine trees and see if the candles
are up far enough to pinch back 1/2 -2/3 of its
length just before the actual needles emerge or
on very vigorous trees maybe leaving only
about six sets of needle bundles. Also time to
pinch maples back to 2 leaves on each twig.
Junipers trim the ends of every branch.
Spruces need new growth pinched (twisted)
back.

If it doesn't rain, check their need for water
every day and always water thoroughly, small
pots can dry out very quickly in the sun and
wind. Wouldn't hurt to check morning and
evening.

Be sure to put fertilizer blocks on your trees
and if you want to encourage growth even
further use a water-soluble fertilizer regularly.

Always watch for signs of insects and treat
them immediately. If you have trees that are
wired watch for signs of the tree growing
around the wires.

ALSO I HAVE NEW CLAY POTS
AVAILABLE 4" @.25, 5"@.50, 6"@.75,
7"@1.00

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED LET ME KNOW
AND I CAN BRING THEM TO THE SHOW.

ED PH: 747-0493 ehake@aol.com

Bald Cypress Club Trees

Last month at the show we passed out this years
club trees, the bald cypress. If you did not get yours
contact Ed. Below you will find a care sheet on this
tree. If you have questions bring them to the show.

Many of the trees are not sprouting yet, be patient.
Remember they were shipped bare root so they are
working on rooting first. Keep the soil moist and
treat them as you do your other bonsai trees. They
arejust alittle slow.

Bonsai Car e Sheet

Species. Common

name: Bald cypress
Botanical 1., dium distichum
name:
Japanese Rakuusho
name:

Pondcypress; named
Varieties cultivars: 1llinois

" Sentinel and Illinois

Chief - both hardy.
Y oshimura
reference: #233

Advantages: A long underrated or even
ignored species, the American Bald Cypress
possesses great potential as abonsai. And, a
word or two from past experience as to why the
bald cypress has been so long overlooked: in
my early years with bonsai, and even today in
some circles, if the tree was not a Japanese
native, it couldn't be abonsai. | have seen bald
cypress in Japan although their owners denied
thetrees origins- U.S.A. Also long thought to
be a southern, water tree, experience has shown
neither is strictly true. Itsfoliage, like feathers,
its magnificent buttress, its taper - all coupled
with free budding, ease of accessibility and fast
growth rate demand that every American
bonsai artist grow at least one.

Disadvantages: To have agood bald cypress
the tree requires a undulated trunk buttress
which comes with age. A suggestion - find a
twenty foot one in a nursery and stump it to
two feet. Bald cypress will grow in this area but
must be germinated from northern seed or
rooted from a northern tree. A fine example
grows on Negley Blvd. just south of the

Synagogue.

Bonsai Potential: 9 on a scale of 1-10.
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Growing location: Full sun but as a bonsai or
container plant, protect from hot afternoon
summer sun.

Watering: Bald cypress will grow better near
water than in it. Legend has it that for success
as abonsai, the pot must be kept in awater
tray. | find it does better with being thoroughly
watered along with insuring good drainage. In
its native habitat the water surrounding the
cypressisjust that: surrounding. The roots are
in heavy clay if necessary but prefer well-
drained soil.

Propagation: Cuttings under mist; hardwood
inwinter or by seed.

Fertilizing: % strength, balanced.

Over-wintering: Keep well mulched, out of
sun and wind.

Styling: Literati, groves, informal, formal
NOTE: Cypress "knees" have long interested
bonsai growers but since their functionis
controversial, | wouldn't expect them to form.
In the wild they don't transplant well and rarely
formin captivity.

A more detailed care sheet is available at the
following web addresses in 2 parts:

http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree _care TomM B

aldCyprus1.html

Pictures From Bonsai Bob Workshop in May

http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree _care_ TomM B
aldCyprus2.html

Below are some pictures of bald cypress bonsai for
your inspiration. The 4™ one was collected by
Bonsai Bob in Florida.
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Beginner's Page: What Are Bonsai?
by Brent Walston, Evergreen Gardenworks

The simplest definition for bonsai is a plant in a pot.
But bonsai is so much more than atree treated like
a houseplant. It is plant art, or sculptureto be more
accurate. Bonsai require skilled care to survive and
to blossom into magnificent specimen plants.

Many nurseries and vendors sl inexpensive plants
in pots and call them bonsai. With care they could
become bonsai, but they are not bonsai. On the
internet we have the adopted the term 'Mall Bonsai'
or 'mallsai’ for these plants. Some of these people
aretrue bonsai folk and do their best to see that
your plant survives by giving you at least basic care
instructions. Sadly, other vendors could care less.
We recommend that you do not purchase bonsai

from persons unwilling or unable to give you care
information.

Bonsai are not houseplants. For the most part they
are outdoor plants and must remain outdoors all
year long. Thisis because most bonsai are
temperate climate plants that require a period of
dormancy. Thisis truefor evergreens such as
juniper aswell. There are also indoor bonsai, but
these are usually limited to tropical and subtropical
species, and even these species are happier outside
in the summer. Since the roots of outdoor bonsai are
exposed, they must be carefully over wintered in
cold climates to prevent the roots from reaching
killing temperatures.

Little bonsai do not become big bonsai. They are
grown under training conditions until they reach the
desired size and trunk thickness and are only then
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transferred to bonsai pots. Plants grow very slowly
oncethey arein bonsai pots, that is the object of the
pot, to slow down growth to reduce leaf and twig
size. Most of the inexpensive (and some not so
inexpensive) mall bonsai have had little or no
training whatsoever. Thisis why we do not consider
them to be bonsai. Trees must be carefully trained
to achieve the beautiful shapes most people
associate with bonsai.

Thetraining of bonsai is done mostly by
manipulating the trunks and branches through
pruning and wiring. Anyone can learn how to do
this with a few hours of basic instruction from a
teacher or by reading books. Of course, advanced
skills are honed over a period of alifetime, and the
more your practice, the more you will learn.

Bonsai must be root pruned and repotted
occasionally. Since the object is to keep the tree the
same size, they usually go back into the same pot
after root pruning. Root pruning is also atraining
technique and a plant may be invigorated or slowed
down by timely pruning. Thetrees are repotted with
fresh special soil designed specifically for bonsai.
The most important quality of bonsai soil isthat it
drains very much faster than usual potting soils.

Bonsai must be fertilized regularly while actively
growing. Thisis most easily achieved by fertilizing
with a good soluble fertilizer every two weeks. Use
afertilizer with trace e ements such as Miracid or
Miracle Grow at the full strength recommendation.
Bonsai soils arenot very good at holding nutrients,
so regular full strength feeding is a must.

Watering improperly is probably the most common
problem for beginners. Plants must be watered
thoroughly when they become slightly dry.
Watering should be done from the top, not by
submerging the plant, and they should be watered
until they are saturated. Y ou will see water pour
from the drain holes when they receive enough.
This method of watering helps to prevent salt
buildup in the soil.

Determining when a plant is slightly dry can be
tricky. We recommend that you lift the pot (if itisa
small bonsai). Thereis a substantial differencein
weight between awell watered bonsai and one that
needs water now. You will learn this fed' very
quickly. You can also dig your finger down about
aninchintothesoil. If it isdry to this levdl, it
should be watered. Another method, recommended
by Michad Persiano, isto insert a chopstick into the
soil as sort of adipstick. Leave this stick in the soil
and pull it out periodically to test the water ‘level’. If
the soil has adequate water the stick will be damp.

Most people in hot summer areas find that watering
is necessary every day when the temperatureis
above 80F. Sometimes, watering is necessary twice
aday. In general, indoor plants require less frequent
watering than outdoor plants.

Much more information on bonsai and bonsai
training is available under Bonsai Articles

OK, I'm hooked, how do | actually begin doing
bonsai?
Seethearticle A Beginner's First Bonsai on the
internet.
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Fort Wayne Bonsai

Club Newsletter
Vol. 11 Issue 5 April 21, 2007

May Bonsai Club Meeting
Our Show

The next meeting will be Saturday, May 19th at the
Fodlinger-Freimann Botanical Conservatory. This
isour show, set up begins at 9:00 am, the show
opens at 10:00 am and lasts until 4:30 pm. We will
have a brief meeting in a corner at approximatey
10:30 am. We will have the larger room this year
that is just to the south of the room we have beenin
before. We will be making an attempt to divide the
trees into groups of older, more established bonsai
trees, intermediate trees and newer younger trees.
Wewould like all members to bring trees whether
they have worked on them for years or arejust
beginning.

Cat Nelson has agreed to do some demonstrations
periodically throughout the day so there will be
educational opportunities. Anyone else who would
like to work on trees may also usethem as
demonstrations.

We will also have a table of plants, and any other
assorted bonsai items for sale. This can include
pots, books, tools or anything else you would liketo
sall. The club will keep 10 % of the proceeds and
the sdler will receive the balance. The sdler sets
his prices.

We will aso discuss our upcoming schedule of
events during the meeting. Newer members think
about what you would like to have included in
future meetings and bring your suggestions.

Those of you who missed the Cherry tree festival
missed a great time. Therewas alot of interest in
Bonsai Bob's presentations and our bonsai display.
We were not in the best location in front of the Art
Museum while most of the action was over in
Freimann Square but we still had 32 people sign up
with an interest in receiving our newsl etter.
Hopefully they will come to the show also.

The Ben Oki Workshaop will be next month at
Cheryl Owens home on June 14 at 6:00 pm.
Observers and participants are invited to meet in the
Kittle's driveway at 4:00pm to car pool to Cheryl’s.
Thiswill not include a meal so eat early or bring

something to eat in the car. Wewill providea
cooler full of icefor you to put beveragesin. Thisis
a bring your own tree workshop. Thisisabring
your own tree workshop. The trees will not be
repotted. If it isin abonsai pot it should be wired in
securely. If it isin anursery pot it should not be
larger than a 2-gallon nursery pot. Onetree will be
styled per participant. Observers will be given the
opportunity to ask questions at specific times. Ben
is aworld-renowned bonsai expert and we are quite
fortunate to have this opportunity for a workshop
with him. We have 10 openings, 9 have signed up
for the workshop as participants, and 2 have paid.

If you want to participate contact Ed immediately

and we need your payment by June 1%,
Editor, Darlene Kittle

Kathy’s Korner

It'sTime! Itistimeto ready your trees and accents
for our May show! By thetimeyou arereading
this, you will have less than a week to get your trees
ready. | hope you have been planning and
preparing before now.

Even though oursis not a*“judged” show, it is our
club’s presentation to the public. So we want to get
our trees ready for company, so to speak. This
show may bethefirst time an individual has seen
bonsai. Don’t you want them to see atree that
displays your love and the passion you’ ve invested
in the creation?

Asyour friendly, neighborhood librarian, I’ve done
some looking around to see what | could find
regarding getting a bonsai ready to be displayed.
Mostly, | found the same kinds of things that |
found when | was getting an iris ready for a show,
or adaylily, or any of the many entries at aflower
and garden show. Your primary goal isto make
your entry look the best that it can look.

Remove any damaged or oversized leaves. Pinch
back or prune growth to keep a nice compact shape
to your tree, whatever your designis. If branches
have died during the winter think about what you
need to do for the benefit of thetree. Prune off the
dead branch? Makeajinn? Do something! Don't
just leaveit there.

Check your wiring. If it is cutting into thetree, get
it off NOW! Rewireif necessary. Keepin mind
that the public is watching and new members are
watching to see what to do with their trees. Bonsai
Bob demonstrated several methods of wiring at our
workshop last month. Put that experienceto use. If

1
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you need wire, | think the club still has someto sdll.
If you don't want the whole set, check around,
maybe someone else will go halvesees with you.

For heavens sake, pull any weeds out of your pots!
It isonething to try to ssmulate a natural landscape
with your tree, but dandelions and other weeds that
are out of sync with the size and form of your tree,
do not contribute to the plant’s design. Remove any
other debris, such as old pine needles, grass, maple
flowers, bark mulch, leaves, and etc.

Clean off any moss growing on the tree trunk or
branches. Some people think this looks really coal,
but it is deadly to your tree. Let it grow around the
treeif you like, but get if off thetree. You can use
an old toothbrush to removeit.

Clean the dirt and lime scale off the pot! Yuck!
How bad does that look?! Y ou can clean them up
pretty good using vegetable oil or baby oil. | usean
old rag, pour a generous amount of oil ontherag
and begin rubbing it in. If you have a big build up,
you may haveto use a scraper of some kind before
you put the ail on.

Plan to display your tree on a stand of some kind.
Jerry and Darlene have a wide variety of stands that
they bring to the show. But, they might not have
the kind of stand that will best display your plant.

If you have a cascade, you want to giveit some
height. Think about the shape and color of your pot
and thetree. What kind of stand will best suit your
tree?

Now | give you this advice as your sister! Not to
discourage you! If you have just onetree READY
to display, or 12 trees READY to display, bring it
(them) to the show. Be open toideas and
suggestions. Ask for help. If I know my friendsin
the club, thereis always someone (everyone)
willing to give advice. If you have 25 plants that
you love, but you can only get 5 of them ready for
the show, then bring 5!

One of the sources that | read talked about
displaying each tree as anindividual tree. Giveit
enough space to realize its beauty and worth. Do
wereally haveto show every one of our trees at
every show? Let’'stake our best to the show. If
you have only one or two trees, then it (they) are
your best! Bringthem! Let’s haveagreat time at
the show. Meet the public, admire each other’s
artistic achievements and enjoy the addiction of
bonsai!

Kathy

2006 Calendar of Local or
Near by Events

May 19, 2007 9:00 am setup Bonsai Show and
Club meeting at Foellinger Freimmann Botanical
Conservatory

May 19, 2007— Master Gardener Plant Sale at
County Extension Office, 1 to 4 p.m.

June 14, 2007- 6:00pm Ben Oki workshop at
Cheryl Owens home during the week in the evening
June 16, 2007 10:30 am Workday at the Japanese
garden.

July 21, 2007 11:00 am Club picnic and Auction at
Kathy Lee’s home Carry in picnic with Club
supplying meat.

August: Summer Vacation Have fun and take care
of your trees.

September 15, 2007 Meeting (Trip to Gee Farms
nursery for more bargains ?? We’'ll take a vote on
this.)

October 20, 2007 9:00 am setup Bonsai Show and
Club meeting at Foellinger Freimmann Botanical
Conservatory

November 17, 2007 10:30 am meeting

December 15 2007 11:30 am Christmas Luncheon
Location to be determined.

The club hasthefollowing items

for sale:

Wire assortments: club members $40.00,
subscribers $42.00, non-members $45.00
Micromax micro-nutrients: $5.00 for
members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

Bonsai soil, shopping bag of 2 scoops: $5.00
for members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

New Fertilizer blocks. % Ib bag $2.50 for
members, Subscribers $3.00, non-members
$3.50 1 Ib bag $5.00 for members,
Subscribers $5.50, non-members $6.00

We also have bonsai slabs for forest plantings.
Prices range from $25.00 to $50.00. Call
Darlene or Ed regarding purchase.

All these products are great buys and priced

lower than retail if they are even available in
thisarea. Call or email Darlene or Ed if you
want products brought to this meeting.
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April Minutes

Members began gathering at the Kittle home
early on April 21. We had trees of different
types, sizes and status as a bonsai. Bonsai Bob
worked diligently on all our trees. Around
11:00, Darlene called together a quick meeting
to pass along important details on the Cherry
Blossom Festival to be held on Sunday, April
22 at the Japanese Garden on Main St. in Fort
Wayne. The club has two tables for a display
of bonsai, and Bonsai Bob is going to be doing
ademonstration at 2 PM and at 3 PM.
Members should bring some of their trees for
display. At 4 PM, there will be a ceremonial
planting of a Cherry tree at the garden.

May's meeting will be our Bonsai show at the
Botanical Garden. Members should arrive with
treesa 9 AM so anice display will be set up.
Some members will have bonsai related items
for sale.

We had a wonderful carry-in lunch and Darlene
and Jerry had wonderful ham and chicken for
us. Bob was busy working late into the
afternoon on various member trees. Jerry and
others made up a new batch of club soil. The
club trees for this year, Bald Cyprus, were
distributed. If you didn’t get your tree, contact
Ed Hake.

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Kirkwood

Bonsal Styles The Complete
Practical Encyclopedia of
Bonsal

by Ken

Nor man

Cascade —

KENGAI

Once again, this style
of bonsai represents a
treethat has been
growing in very

difficult circumstances, such as out of the side
of arock face or somewhere similar. In fact,
this style is intended to represent atreein the
wild that has been subjected to heavy winter
snowfall, rock falls, avalanches and, indeed, its
own weight, all of which would cause it to lean
and fall vertically from wherever it is rooted.
This particular design can be obtained by
repositioning various parts of the trunk line and
branches, so that a cascading and mature
outline is achieved.

Twin Trunk — SOKAN

The twin style isavery popular arrangement of
two trees. This occurs naturally when atree
grows with two trunks from ground level. A
twin trunk such as this may be the result of
seeds germinating close together. Asthe two
plants grow, they combine by natural grafting
into one joined at the base. A bonsai twin-
trunk tree can be created either by planting two
or moretrees very closely together or by
starting with a plant that already has two or
more trunks. If you are starting with a plant
that has more than two trunks, then clearly any
other trunks will need to be removed. The
choice of which trunks to remove depends upon
the shape and position of all the trunks on the
plant. You will need to select the best pair of
trunks in terms of their relationship with each
other to achieve a balanced final appearance.

Barbara Kirkwood
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TheBonsai Traveler
Area Bonsai News from Cat Nelson

I've been traveling around to some of the
regional club meetings, and it's been very
interesting. On the first Monday of every
month is the Midwest Bonsai Society Club
meeting in Chicago, at the Chicago Botanical
Gardens. Their meetings start with a half-hour
Bonsai 101 where they have beginning bonsai
topics for new members. The regular meeting
starts at 7:30pm, and will have a variety of
different focuses. The April meeting was one
on repotting, where members could bring in
trees and work on repotting, with club provided
soil and expert advice on styling and
placement on hand. The May meeting was a
demonstration by Warren Hill on creating forest
plantings on rock slabs.

On the first Wed. of every month is the club
meeting in Indianapolis. A very enthusiastic
club, it was standing room only in the meeting
space at the Garfield Park Conservatory. |
went down for their April meeting, which was
primarily a juniper workshop, but they were
also having a side demonstration on Chinese
elms. The gentleman who will be talking about
ramification in Chinese elms for the June
meeting was preparing the trees he will be
using for that demonstration. He was very
confident, and took one of the trees down to
just its trunk, to start its branch work fresh. 1
am looking forward to seeing the tree again in
June to see how it's progressed.

The Bonsai Society of Kalamazoo has a more
irregular meeting schedule, if anyone is
interested in their events this year you can
contact me at centaura@earthlink.net. | went
up for the talk by Jack Sustic on pines, and
about preparing bonsai show presentations.
Jack Sustic was a past curator of the National
Bonsai Museum in Washington, D.C.. There
were technical problems in the slide
presentation, but it was still interesting to learn
about a juniper pest that I'd never heard of
before. Seems there is a type of moth that will
lay its egg at a branch fork, and the larva will
encircle the branch under the bark, then
emerge after the branch has started to die.
Totally by coincidence a Kalamazoo member
had a juniper that had a sickly back branch

which was discovered to have been girdled by
this moth. You can tell the larvae is there by
the fact that the bark raises up in a mound at
the branch/trunk juncture, and this mound will
cave in at the slightest touch. If the larva is
discovered before it's girded the branch, there
is a chance of survival. If its not discovered,
the branch will die. The victimized tree was
the Kalamazoo club’s President’s submission
for the Joshua Roth New Talent Competition at
the upcoming American Bonsai Society’s
Learning Seminar.

I will put in another plug for Gee Farms, for the
folks who missed Fort Wayne's trip up there. A
well known ‘secret’ to the Michigan clubs, it's a
popular destination. We met up with folks from
West Michigan (Grand Rapids) there on our
trip last month, and it seems that the
Kalamazoo folks have a trip there planned on
Aug. 12, and Four Seasons (Detroit’s bonsai
club) is going on May 19.

As | type this, | am preparing for a very full
week. Tomorrow | head off to the All-Michigan
Show, and next week will be both the Chicago
Spring show and Fort Wayne’s Spring Show. |
have a few pictures from last year’s All-
Michigan show that | will attach to this. | hope
to have better quality pictures from all three
shows this year. | will add here a regional
show that | missed last month. July 27-29 is
the Four Season’s club show, in Detroit, M.
Their guest this year is William Valavanis from
the International Bonsai Arboretum in
Rochester, NY. For more information, go to:
http://www.fourseasonsbonsai.org/2007_show

_announcement.htm .
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WHAT TO DO IN MAY

By Ed Hake

First check if any of your plants still need to be
repotted. Make sure you are putting the
fertilizer blocks around your trees.

Watch your pine trees and see if the candles
are up far enough to pinch back 1/2 -2/3 of its
length just before the actual needles emerge or
on very vigorous trees maybe leaving only
about six sets of needle bundles. Also time to
pinch maples back to 2 leaves on each twig.
Junipers trim the ends of every branch.
Spruces need new growth pinched (twisted)
back.

If it doesn't rain, check their need for water
every day and always water thoroughly, small
pots can dry out very quickly in the sun and
wind. Wouldn't hurt to check morning and
evening.

Be sure to put fertilizer blocks on your trees
and if you want to encourage growth even
further use a water-soluble fertilizer regularly.

Always watch for signs of insects and treat
them immediately. If you have trees that are
wired watch for signs of the tree growing
around the wires.

ALSO I HAVE NEW CLAY POTS
AVAILABLE 4" @.25, 5"@.50, 6"@.75,
7"@1.00

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED LET ME KNOW
AND I CAN BRING THEM TO THE SHOW.

ED PH: 747-0493 ehake@aol.com

Bald Cypress Club Trees

Last month at the show we passed out this years
club trees, the bald cypress. If you did not get yours
contact Ed. Below you will find a care sheet on this
tree. If you have questions bring them to the show.

Many of the trees are not sprouting yet, be patient.
Remember they were shipped bare root so they are
working on rooting first. Keep the soil moist and
treat them as you do your other bonsai trees. They
arejust alittle slow.

Bonsai Car e Sheet

Species. Common

name: Bald cypress
Botanical 1., dium distichum
name:
Japanese Rakuusho
name:

Pondcypress; named
Varieties cultivars: 1llinois

" Sentinel and Illinois

Chief - both hardy.
Y oshimura
reference: #233

Advantages: A long underrated or even
ignored species, the American Bald Cypress
possesses great potential as abonsai. And, a
word or two from past experience as to why the
bald cypress has been so long overlooked: in
my early years with bonsai, and even today in
some circles, if the tree was not a Japanese
native, it couldn't be abonsai. | have seen bald
cypress in Japan although their owners denied
thetrees origins- U.S.A. Also long thought to
be a southern, water tree, experience has shown
neither is strictly true. Itsfoliage, like feathers,
its magnificent buttress, its taper - all coupled
with free budding, ease of accessibility and fast
growth rate demand that every American
bonsai artist grow at least one.

Disadvantages: To have agood bald cypress
the tree requires a undulated trunk buttress
which comes with age. A suggestion - find a
twenty foot one in a nursery and stump it to
two feet. Bald cypress will grow in this area but
must be germinated from northern seed or
rooted from a northern tree. A fine example
grows on Negley Blvd. just south of the

Synagogue.

Bonsai Potential: 9 on a scale of 1-10.
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Growing location: Full sun but as a bonsai or
container plant, protect from hot afternoon
summer sun.

Watering: Bald cypress will grow better near
water than in it. Legend has it that for success
as abonsai, the pot must be kept in awater
tray. | find it does better with being thoroughly
watered along with insuring good drainage. In
its native habitat the water surrounding the
cypressisjust that: surrounding. The roots are
in heavy clay if necessary but prefer well-
drained soil.

Propagation: Cuttings under mist; hardwood
inwinter or by seed.

Fertilizing: % strength, balanced.

Over-wintering: Keep well mulched, out of
sun and wind.

Styling: Literati, groves, informal, formal
NOTE: Cypress "knees" have long interested
bonsai growers but since their functionis
controversial, | wouldn't expect them to form.
In the wild they don't transplant well and rarely
formin captivity.

A more detailed care sheet is available at the
following web addresses in 2 parts:

http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree _care TomM B

aldCyprus1.html

Pictures From Bonsai Bob Workshop in May

http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree _care_ TomM B
aldCyprus2.html

Below are some pictures of bald cypress bonsai for
your inspiration. The 4™ one was collected by
Bonsai Bob in Florida.
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Beginner's Page: What Are Bonsai?
by Brent Walston, Evergreen Gardenworks

The simplest definition for bonsai is a plant in a pot.
But bonsai is so much more than atree treated like
a houseplant. It is plant art, or sculptureto be more
accurate. Bonsai require skilled care to survive and
to blossom into magnificent specimen plants.

Many nurseries and vendors sl inexpensive plants
in pots and call them bonsai. With care they could
become bonsai, but they are not bonsai. On the
internet we have the adopted the term 'Mall Bonsai'
or 'mallsai’ for these plants. Some of these people
aretrue bonsai folk and do their best to see that
your plant survives by giving you at least basic care
instructions. Sadly, other vendors could care less.
We recommend that you do not purchase bonsai

from persons unwilling or unable to give you care
information.

Bonsai are not houseplants. For the most part they
are outdoor plants and must remain outdoors all
year long. Thisis because most bonsai are
temperate climate plants that require a period of
dormancy. Thisis truefor evergreens such as
juniper aswell. There are also indoor bonsai, but
these are usually limited to tropical and subtropical
species, and even these species are happier outside
in the summer. Since the roots of outdoor bonsai are
exposed, they must be carefully over wintered in
cold climates to prevent the roots from reaching
killing temperatures.

Little bonsai do not become big bonsai. They are
grown under training conditions until they reach the
desired size and trunk thickness and are only then
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transferred to bonsai pots. Plants grow very slowly
oncethey arein bonsai pots, that is the object of the
pot, to slow down growth to reduce leaf and twig
size. Most of the inexpensive (and some not so
inexpensive) mall bonsai have had little or no
training whatsoever. Thisis why we do not consider
them to be bonsai. Trees must be carefully trained
to achieve the beautiful shapes most people
associate with bonsai.

Thetraining of bonsai is done mostly by
manipulating the trunks and branches through
pruning and wiring. Anyone can learn how to do
this with a few hours of basic instruction from a
teacher or by reading books. Of course, advanced
skills are honed over a period of alifetime, and the
more your practice, the more you will learn.

Bonsai must be root pruned and repotted
occasionally. Since the object is to keep the tree the
same size, they usually go back into the same pot
after root pruning. Root pruning is also atraining
technique and a plant may be invigorated or slowed
down by timely pruning. Thetrees are repotted with
fresh special soil designed specifically for bonsai.
The most important quality of bonsai soil isthat it
drains very much faster than usual potting soils.

Bonsai must be fertilized regularly while actively
growing. Thisis most easily achieved by fertilizing
with a good soluble fertilizer every two weeks. Use
afertilizer with trace e ements such as Miracid or
Miracle Grow at the full strength recommendation.
Bonsai soils arenot very good at holding nutrients,
so regular full strength feeding is a must.

Watering improperly is probably the most common
problem for beginners. Plants must be watered
thoroughly when they become slightly dry.
Watering should be done from the top, not by
submerging the plant, and they should be watered
until they are saturated. Y ou will see water pour
from the drain holes when they receive enough.
This method of watering helps to prevent salt
buildup in the soil.

Determining when a plant is slightly dry can be
tricky. We recommend that you lift the pot (if itisa
small bonsai). Thereis a substantial differencein
weight between awell watered bonsai and one that
needs water now. You will learn this fed' very
quickly. You can also dig your finger down about
aninchintothesoil. If it isdry to this levdl, it
should be watered. Another method, recommended
by Michad Persiano, isto insert a chopstick into the
soil as sort of adipstick. Leave this stick in the soil
and pull it out periodically to test the water ‘level’. If
the soil has adequate water the stick will be damp.

Most people in hot summer areas find that watering
is necessary every day when the temperatureis
above 80F. Sometimes, watering is necessary twice
aday. In general, indoor plants require less frequent
watering than outdoor plants.

Much more information on bonsai and bonsai
training is available under Bonsai Articles

OK, I'm hooked, how do | actually begin doing
bonsai?
Seethearticle A Beginner's First Bonsai on the
internet.
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Fort Wayne Bonsai

Club Newsletter
Vol. 11 Issue 5 May 19, 2007

May Bonsai Club Meeting
Our Show

The next meeting will be Saturday, May 19th at the
Fodlinger-Freimann Botanical Conservatory. This
isour show, set up begins at 9:00 am, the show
opens at 10:00 am and lasts until 4:30 pm. We will
have a brief meeting in a corner at approximatey
10:30 am. We will have the larger room this year
that is just to the south of the room we have beenin
before. We will be making an attempt to divide the
trees into groups of older, more established bonsai
trees, intermediate trees and newer younger trees.
Wewould like all members to bring trees whether
they have worked on them for years or are just
beginning.

Cat Nelson has agreed to do some demonstrations
periodically throughout the day so there will be
educational opportunities. Anyone else who would
like to work on trees may also usethem as
demonstrations.

We will also have a table of plants, and any other
assorted bonsai items for sale. This can include
pots, books, tools or anything else you would like to
sall. The club will keep 10 % of the proceeds and
the sdler will receive the balance. The sdler sets
his prices.

We will aso discuss our upcoming schedule of
events during the meeting. Newer members think
about what you would like to have included in
future meetings and bring your suggestions.

Those of you who missed the Cherry tree festival
missed a great time. Therewas alot of interest in
Bonsai Bob's presentations and our bonsai display.
We were not in the best location in front of the Art
Museum while most of the action was over in
Freimann Square but we still had 32 people sign up
with an interest in receiving our newsl etter.
Hopefully they will come to the show also.

The Ben Oki Workshaop will be next month at
Cheryl Owens home on June 14 at 6:00 pm.
Observers and participants are invited to meet in the
Kittle's driveway at 4:00pm to car pool to Cheryl’s.
Thiswill not include a meal so eat early or bring

something to eat in the car. Wewill providea
cooler full of icefor you to put beveragesin. Thisis
a bring your own tree workshop. Thisisabring
your own tree workshop. The trees will not be
repotted. If it isin abonsai pot it should be wired in
securely. If it isin anursery pot it should not be
larger than a 2-gallon nursery pot. Onetree will be
styled per participant. Observers will be given the
opportunity to ask questions at specific times. Ben
is aworld-renowned bonsai expert and we are quite
fortunate to have this opportunity for a workshop
with him. We have 10 openings, 9 have signed up
for the workshop as participants, and 2 have paid.

If you want to participate contact Ed immediately

and we need your payment by June 1%,
Editor, Darlene Kittle

Kathy’s Korner

It'sTime! Itistimeto ready your trees and accents
for our May show! By thetimeyou arereading
this, you will have less than a week to get your trees
ready. | hope you have been planning and
preparing before now.

Even though oursis not a*“judged” show, it is our
club’s presentation to the public. So we want to get
our trees ready for company, so to speak. This
show may bethefirst time an individual has seen
bonsai. Don’t you want them to see atree that
displays your love and the passion you’ ve invested
in the creation?

Asyour friendly, neighborhood librarian, I’ve done
some looking around to see what | could find
regarding getting a bonsai ready to be displayed.
Mostly, | found the same kinds of things that |
found when | was getting an iris ready for a show,
or adaylily, or any of the many entries at aflower
and garden show. Your primary goal isto make
your entry look the best that it can look.

Remove any damaged or oversized leaves. Pinch
back or prune growth to keep a nice compact shape
to your tree, whatever your designis. If branches
have died during the winter think about what you
need to do for the benefit of thetree. Prune off the
dead branch? Makeajinn? Do something! Don't
just leaveit there.

Check your wiring. If it is cutting into thetree, get
it off NOW! Rewireif necessary. Keepin mind
that the public is watching and new members are
watching to see what to do with their trees. Bonsai
Bob demonstrated several methods of wiring at our
workshop last month. Put that experienceto use. If

1
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you need wire, | think the club still has someto sdll.
If you don't want the whole set, check around,
maybe someone else will go halvesees with you.

For heavens sake, pull any weeds out of your pots!
It isonething to try to ssmulate a natural landscape
with your tree, but dandelions and other weeds that
are out of sync with the size and form of your tree,
do not contribute to the plant’s design. Remove any
other debris, such as old pine needles, grass, maple
flowers, bark mulch, leaves, and etc.

Clean off any moss growing on the tree trunk or
branches. Some people think this looks really coal,
but it is deadly to your tree. Let it grow around the
treeif you like, but get if off thetree. You can use
an old toothbrush to removeit.

Clean the dirt and lime scale off the pot! Yuck!
How bad does that look?! Y ou can clean them up
pretty good using vegetable oil or baby oil. | usean
old rag, pour a generous amount of oil ontherag
and begin rubbing it in. If you have a big build up,
you may haveto use a scraper of some kind before
you put the ail on.

Plan to display your tree on a stand of some kind.
Jerry and Darlene have a wide variety of stands that
they bring to the show. But, they might not have
the kind of stand that will best display your plant.

If you have a cascade, you want to giveit some
height. Think about the shape and color of your pot
and thetree. What kind of stand will best suit your
tree?

Now | give you this advice as your sister! Not to
discourage you! If you have just onetree READY
to display, or 12 trees READY to display, bring it
(them) to the show. Be open toideas and
suggestions. Ask for help. If I know my friendsin
the club, thereis always someone (everyone)
willing to give advice. If you have 25 plants that
you love, but you can only get 5 of them ready for
the show, then bring 5!

One of the sources that | read talked about
displaying each tree as anindividual tree. Giveit
enough space to realize its beauty and worth. Do
wereally haveto show every one of our trees at
every show? Let’'stake our best to the show. If
you have only one or two trees, then it (they) are
your best! Bringthem! Let’s haveagreat time at
the show. Meet the public, admire each other’s
artistic achievements and enjoy the addiction of
bonsai!

Kathy

2006 Calendar of Local or
Near by Events

May 19, 2007 9:00 am setup Bonsai Show and
Club meeting at Foellinger Freimmann Botanical
Conservatory

May 19, 2007— Master Gardener Plant Sale at
County Extension Office, 1 to 4 p.m.

June 14, 2007- 6:00pm Ben Oki workshop at
Cheryl Owens home during the week in the evening
June 16, 2007 10:30 am Workday at the Japanese
garden.

July 21, 2007 11:00 am Club picnic and Auction at
Kathy Lee’s home Carry in picnic with Club
supplying meat.

August: Summer Vacation Have fun and take care
of your trees.

September 15, 2007 Meeting (Trip to Gee Farms
nursery for more bargains ?? We’'ll take a vote on
this.)

October 20, 2007 9:00 am setup Bonsai Show and
Club meeting at Foellinger Freimmann Botanical
Conservatory

November 17, 2007 10:30 am meeting

December 15 2007 11:30 am Christmas Luncheon
Location to be determined.

The club hasthefollowing items

for sale:

Wire assortments: club members $40.00,
subscribers $42.00, non-members $45.00
Micromax micro-nutrients: $5.00 for
members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

Bonsai soil, shopping bag of 2 scoops: $5.00
for members, subscribers $6.00, non-members
$7.00

New Fertilizer blocks. % Ib bag $2.50 for
members, Subscribers $3.00, non-members
$3.50 1 Ib bag $5.00 for members,
Subscribers $5.50, non-members $6.00

We also have bonsai slabs for forest plantings.
Prices range from $25.00 to $50.00. Call
Darlene or Ed regarding purchase.

All these products are great buys and priced

lower than retail if they are even available in
thisarea. Call or email Darlene or Ed if you
want products brought to this meeting.
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April Minutes

Members began gathering at the Kittle home
early on April 21. We had trees of different
types, sizes and status as a bonsai. Bonsai Bob
worked diligently on all our trees. Around
11:00, Darlene called together a quick meeting
to pass along important details on the Cherry
Blossom Festival to be held on Sunday, April
22 at the Japanese Garden on Main St. in Fort
Wayne. The club has two tables for a display
of bonsai, and Bonsai Bob is going to be doing
ademonstration at 2 PM and at 3 PM.
Members should bring some of their trees for
display. At 4 PM, there will be a ceremonial
planting of a Cherry tree at the garden.

May's meeting will be our Bonsai show at the
Botanical Garden. Members should arrive with
treesa 9 AM so anice display will be set up.
Some members will have bonsai related items
for sale.

We had a wonderful carry-in lunch and Darlene
and Jerry had wonderful ham and chicken for
us. Bob was busy working late into the
afternoon on various member trees. Jerry and
others made up a new batch of club soil. The
club trees for this year, Bald Cyprus, were
distributed. If you didn’t get your tree, contact
Ed Hake.

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Kirkwood

Bonsal Styles The Complete
Practical Encyclopedia of
Bonsal

by Ken

Nor man

Cascade —

KENGAI

Once again, this style
of bonsai represents a
treethat has been
growing in very

difficult circumstances, such as out of the side
of arock face or somewhere similar. In fact,
this style is intended to represent atreein the
wild that has been subjected to heavy winter
snowfall, rock falls, avalanches and, indeed, its
own weight, all of which would cause it to lean
and fall vertically from wherever it is rooted.
This particular design can be obtained by
repositioning various parts of the trunk line and
branches, so that a cascading and mature
outline is achieved.

Twin Trunk — SOKAN

The twin style isavery popular arrangement of
two trees. This occurs naturally when atree
grows with two trunks from ground level. A
twin trunk such as this may be the result of
seeds germinating close together. Asthe two
plants grow, they combine by natural grafting
into one joined at the base. A bonsai twin-
trunk tree can be created either by planting two
or moretrees very closely together or by
starting with a plant that already has two or
more trunks. If you are starting with a plant
that has more than two trunks, then clearly any
other trunks will need to be removed. The
choice of which trunks to remove depends upon
the shape and position of all the trunks on the
plant. You will need to select the best pair of
trunks in terms of their relationship with each
other to achieve a balanced final appearance.

Barbara Kirkwood
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TheBonsai Traveler
Area Bonsai News from Cat Nelson

I've been traveling around to some of the
regional club meetings, and it's been very
interesting. On the first Monday of every
month is the Midwest Bonsai Society Club
meeting in Chicago, at the Chicago Botanical
Gardens. Their meetings start with a half-hour
Bonsai 101 where they have beginning bonsai
topics for new members. The regular meeting
starts at 7:30pm, and will have a variety of
different focuses. The April meeting was one
on repotting, where members could bring in
trees and work on repotting, with club provided
soil and expert advice on styling and
placement on hand. The May meeting was a
demonstration by Warren Hill on creating forest
plantings on rock slabs.

On the first Wed. of every month is the club
meeting in Indianapolis. A very enthusiastic
club, it was standing room only in the meeting
space at the Garfield Park Conservatory. |
went down for their April meeting, which was
primarily a juniper workshop, but they were
also having a side demonstration on Chinese
elms. The gentleman who will be talking about
ramification in Chinese elms for the June
meeting was preparing the trees he will be
using for that demonstration. He was very
confident, and took one of the trees down to
just its trunk, to start its branch work fresh. 1
am looking forward to seeing the tree again in
June to see how it's progressed.

The Bonsai Society of Kalamazoo has a more
irregular meeting schedule, if anyone is
interested in their events this year you can
contact me at centaura@earthlink.net. | went
up for the talk by Jack Sustic on pines, and
about preparing bonsai show presentations.
Jack Sustic was a past curator of the National
Bonsai Museum in Washington, D.C.. There
were technical problems in the slide
presentation, but it was still interesting to learn
about a juniper pest that I'd never heard of
before. Seems there is a type of moth that will
lay its egg at a branch fork, and the larva will
encircle the branch under the bark, then
emerge after the branch has started to die.
Totally by coincidence a Kalamazoo member
had a juniper that had a sickly back branch

which was discovered to have been girdled by
this moth. You can tell the larvae is there by
the fact that the bark raises up in a mound at
the branch/trunk juncture, and this mound will
cave in at the slightest touch. If the larva is
discovered before it's girded the branch, there
is a chance of survival. If its not discovered,
the branch will die. The victimized tree was
the Kalamazoo club’s President’s submission
for the Joshua Roth New Talent Competition at
the upcoming American Bonsai Society’s
Learning Seminar.

I will put in another plug for Gee Farms, for the
folks who missed Fort Wayne's trip up there. A
well known ‘secret’ to the Michigan clubs, it's a
popular destination. We met up with folks from
West Michigan (Grand Rapids) there on our
trip last month, and it seems that the
Kalamazoo folks have a trip there planned on
Aug. 12, and Four Seasons (Detroit’s bonsai
club) is going on May 19.

As | type this, | am preparing for a very full
week. Tomorrow | head off to the All-Michigan
Show, and next week will be both the Chicago
Spring show and Fort Wayne’s Spring Show. |
have a few pictures from last year’s All-
Michigan show that | will attach to this. | hope
to have better quality pictures from all three
shows this year. | will add here a regional
show that | missed last month. July 27-29 is
the Four Season’s club show, in Detroit, M.
Their guest this year is William Valavanis from
the International Bonsai Arboretum in
Rochester, NY. For more information, go to:
http://www.fourseasonsbonsai.org/2007_show

_announcement.htm .
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WHAT TO DO IN MAY

By Ed Hake

First check if any of your plants still need to be
repotted. Make sure you are putting the
fertilizer blocks around your trees.

Watch your pine trees and see if the candles
are up far enough to pinch back 1/2 -2/3 of its
length just before the actual needles emerge or
on very vigorous trees maybe leaving only
about six sets of needle bundles. Also time to
pinch maples back to 2 leaves on each twig.
Junipers trim the ends of every branch.
Spruces need new growth pinched (twisted)
back.

If it doesn't rain, check their need for water
every day and always water thoroughly, small
pots can dry out very quickly in the sun and
wind. Wouldn't hurt to check morning and
evening.

Be sure to put fertilizer blocks on your trees
and if you want to encourage growth even
further use a water-soluble fertilizer regularly.

Always watch for signs of insects and treat
them immediately. If you have trees that are
wired watch for signs of the tree growing
around the wires.

ALSO I HAVE NEW CLAY POTS
AVAILABLE 4" @.25, 5"@.50, 6"@.75,
7"@1.00

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED LET ME KNOW
AND I CAN BRING THEM TO THE SHOW.

ED PH: 747-0493 ehake@aol.com

Bald Cypress Club Trees

Last month at the show we passed out this years
club trees, the bald cypress. If you did not get yours
contact Ed. Below you will find a care sheet on this
tree. If you have questions bring them to the show.

Many of the trees are not sprouting yet, be patient.
Remember they were shipped bare root so they are
working on rooting first. Keep the soil moist and
treat them as you do your other bonsai trees. They
arejust alittle slow.

Bonsai Car e Sheet

Species. Common

name: Bald cypress
Botanical 1., dium distichum
name:
Japanese Rakuusho
name:

Pondcypress; named
Varieties cultivars: 1llinois

" Sentinel and Illinois

Chief - both hardy.
Y oshimura
reference: #233

Advantages: A long underrated or even
ignored species, the American Bald Cypress
possesses great potential as abonsai. And, a
word or two from past experience as to why the
bald cypress has been so long overlooked: in
my early years with bonsai, and even today in
some circles, if the tree was not a Japanese
native, it couldn't be abonsai. | have seen bald
cypress in Japan although their owners denied
thetrees origins- U.S.A. Also long thought to
be a southern, water tree, experience has shown
neither is strictly true. Itsfoliage, like feathers,
its magnificent buttress, its taper - all coupled
with free budding, ease of accessibility and fast
growth rate demand that every American
bonsai artist grow at least one.

Disadvantages: To have agood bald cypress
the tree requires a undulated trunk buttress
which comes with age. A suggestion - find a
twenty foot one in a nursery and stump it to
two feet. Bald cypress will grow in this area but
must be germinated from northern seed or
rooted from a northern tree. A fine example
grows on Negley Blvd. just south of the

Synagogue.

Bonsai Potential: 9 on a scale of 1-10.
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Growing location: Full sun but as a bonsai or
container plant, protect from hot afternoon
summer sun.

Watering: Bald cypress will grow better near
water than in it. Legend has it that for success
as abonsai, the pot must be kept in awater
tray. | find it does better with being thoroughly
watered along with insuring good drainage. In
its native habitat the water surrounding the
cypressisjust that: surrounding. The roots are
in heavy clay if necessary but prefer well-
drained soil.

Propagation: Cuttings under mist; hardwood
inwinter or by seed.

Fertilizing: % strength, balanced.

Over-wintering: Keep well mulched, out of
sun and wind.

Styling: Literati, groves, informal, formal
NOTE: Cypress "knees" have long interested
bonsai growers but since their functionis
controversial, | wouldn't expect them to form.
In the wild they don't transplant well and rarely
formin captivity.

A more detailed care sheet is available at the
following web addresses in 2 parts:

http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree _care TomM B

aldCyprus1.html

Pictures From Bonsai Bob Workshop in May

http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree _care_ TomM B
aldCyprus2.html

Below are some pictures of bald cypress bonsai for
your inspiration. The 4™ one was collected by
Bonsai Bob in Florida.

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com



http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree_care_TomM_B
http://dallasbonsai.com/bonsai_tree_care_TomM_B
http://www.pdffactory.com

Beginner's Page: What Are Bonsai?
by Brent Walston, Evergreen Gardenworks

The simplest definition for bonsai is a plant in a pot.
But bonsai is so much more than atree treated like
a houseplant. It is plant art, or sculptureto be more
accurate. Bonsai require skilled care to survive and
to blossom into magnificent specimen plants.

Many nurseries and vendors sl inexpensive plants
in pots and call them bonsai. With care they could
become bonsai, but they are not bonsai. On the
internet we have the adopted the term 'Mall Bonsai'
or 'mallsai’ for these plants. Some of these people
aretrue bonsai folk and do their best to see that
your plant survives by giving you at least basic care
instructions. Sadly, other vendors could care less.
We recommend that you do not purchase bonsai

from persons unwilling or unable to give you care
information.

Bonsai are not houseplants. For the most part they
are outdoor plants and must remain outdoors all
year long. Thisis because most bonsai are
temperate climate plants that require a period of
dormancy. Thisis truefor evergreens such as
juniper aswell. There are also indoor bonsai, but
these are usually limited to tropical and subtropical
species, and even these species are happier outside
in the summer. Since the roots of outdoor bonsai are
exposed, they must be carefully over wintered in
cold climates to prevent the roots from reaching
killing temperatures.

Little bonsai do not become big bonsai. They are
grown under training conditions until they reach the
desired size and trunk thickness and are only then
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transferred to bonsai pots. Plants grow very slowly
oncethey arein bonsai pots, that is the object of the
pot, to slow down growth to reduce leaf and twig
size. Most of the inexpensive (and some not so
inexpensive) mall bonsai have had little or no
training whatsoever. Thisis why we do not consider
them to be bonsai. Trees must be carefully trained
to achieve the beautiful shapes most people
associate with bonsai.

Thetraining of bonsai is done mostly by
manipulating the trunks and branches through
pruning and wiring. Anyone can learn how to do
this with a few hours of basic instruction from a
teacher or by reading books. Of course, advanced
skills are honed over a period of alifetime, and the
more your practice, the more you will learn.

Bonsai must be root pruned and repotted
occasionally. Since the object is to keep the tree the
same size, they usually go back into the same pot
after root pruning. Root pruning is also atraining
technique and a plant may be invigorated or slowed
down by timely pruning. Thetrees are repotted with
fresh special soil designed specifically for bonsai.
The most important quality of bonsai soil isthat it
drains very much faster than usual potting soils.

Bonsai must be fertilized regularly while actively
growing. Thisis most easily achieved by fertilizing
with a good soluble fertilizer every two weeks. Use
afertilizer with trace e ements such as Miracid or
Miracle Grow at the full strength recommendation.
Bonsai soils arenot very good at holding nutrients,
so regular full strength feeding is a must.

Watering improperly is probably the most common
problem for beginners. Plants must be watered
thoroughly when they become slightly dry.
Watering should be done from the top, not by
submerging the plant, and they should be watered
until they are saturated. Y ou will see water pour
from the drain holes when they receive enough.
This method of watering helps to prevent salt
buildup in the soil.

Determining when a plant is slightly dry can be
tricky. We recommend that you lift the pot (if itisa
small bonsai). Thereis a substantial differencein
weight between awell watered bonsai and one that
needs water now. You will learn this fed' very
quickly. You can also dig your finger down about
aninchintothesoil. If it isdry to this levdl, it
should be watered. Another method, recommended
by Michad Persiano, isto insert a chopstick into the
soil as sort of adipstick. Leave this stick in the soil
and pull it out periodically to test the water ‘level’. If
the soil has adequate water the stick will be damp.

Most people in hot summer areas find that watering
is necessary every day when the temperatureis
above 80F. Sometimes, watering is necessary twice
aday. In general, indoor plants require less frequent
watering than outdoor plants.

Much more information on bonsai and bonsai
training is available under Bonsai Articles

OK, I'm hooked, how do | actually begin doing
bonsai?
Seethearticle A Beginner's First Bonsai on the
internet.

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com


http://www.pdffactory.com

